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PREFATORY NOTE. 

For part of the General Introduction to this volume I 
am indebted to my colleague, Mr. F, J. Eowe ; whom, 
together with Mr. K. Deighton, I wish to thank for 
Beveral valuable suggestions embodied in the NoteB. 

The Notes enclosed in brackets and signed K. T. have 
been sent by the Hon. Hallam Tennyson, to whom the 
proofs of this edition have been Bubmitted. 

W. T. W. 
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GENERAL INTRODUCTION, 

By F. J. ROWE, M.A.. AitD W. T. WEBB, M.A., 



Blofraphy. L TannywinthsDUUi : (l)Hia«n» ol Iaw ■bownlDhlioaii- - 
eeptlDiu (a) of Nmtura ; (t) ol Freedom i (c) of Lore ; (cf) of Scensiy. (j) HU 
uoblllt; of UioBgtit. (U) Ell limpllcity of Bmotiou. II. TennrBon Uis Poet : 
(1) As RepisasQUUie of his Age. (!) As ArtUt : (a) Eli obserrBtioD ; (b) Hi« 
•oholanhlp ; {f) His expnaalloaMa ; (cQ Hli BToidauce ol cammonpUoe ; 
(() Hii melrlcal chanctsriBtlca : turmony of iliythm ; melody of diction 

— CODClUBlOU. 

Alfred, Lord Tbnhysok, wb8 bom on August 6tb, Kc^niph/. 
1809, at Somersby, a village in Linoolnahire, of which 
his father was rector. The wolds surrounding his home, 
the fen some miles away, with its "level waste" and 
"trenched waters," and the sea on the Lincolnshire 
coast, with "league-long rollers" and " table-shore," 
are pictured again and again in his poems. 

When Beven years old, he went to the Louth Grammar 
School, and returning home after a few years there, was 
educated with his elder brother Charl^ by his father. 
Charles and Alfred Tennyson, while yet youths, pub- 
lished in t827 a small volume of poetry entitled Poems 
bp Two Brothers. In 1828 the two brothers entered 
Trinity College, Cambridge, where Alfred gained the 
University Chancellor's gold medal for a poem on 
Timhucloo, and where he formed an intimate friend- 
ship with Arthur Henry Hallam (son of the historian)^ 



D,™),prii>,Google 



X GENERAL INTRODUCTION. 

whose memory he haa immortalised in In Memonwm. 
AmoDg his other Cambridge friends may be mentioned E. 
C. Trench (afterwards Archbishop of Dublin), Monckton 
Milnes (afterwards Lord Houghton), J. M. Kemble (the 
Anglo-Saxon scholar), Merivale (the historian, afterwards 
Dean of Ely), James Spedding, and W. H. Brookfield. 
In 1830 Tennyson published hia Poems, chiefy Lyricai, 
among which are to be found some sixty pieces that are 
preserved in the present issues of his works. In 1832 
Poems by Alfred Tennyson appeared, and then, after 
an interval of ten years, two more volumes, also with 
the title Poems. Hia reputation as a poet was now 
established, though his greatest works were yet to come. 
Chief among these are The Princess (1847), In Memoriam 
(1850), Maud (1855),, Idylls of the King (1859-1885), 
and Enoch Arden (186'1). In 1875 Tennyson published 
his first drama. Queen Mary, which waa followed by 
Sarold (1877), The Cup (acted in 1881), The Promise of 
May (1882), The Faicm,&nd Becket (1884). Meanwhile, 
on the death of Wordsworth in 1850, Tennyson was 
appointed to aucceed him as Poet Laureate. In 1874, 
he was gazetted Baron of Aldworth and Farringford, 
hia two seats in Sussex and in the Isle of Wight. 

L Of ail modem English poets Tennyson has most 
readers : the chief elements of the poweriiil charm 
which he exercises over the hearts and minds of all 
English-speaking peoples will be evident on even a brief 
survey of the character of his mind as revealed in his 
works, and of the fonn and matter of his verae. At the 
basis of all Tennyson's teaching, indeed of all his work, 
is Tennyson the man. The mould of a poet's mind is 
the mould in which his thoughts and even his modes of 
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GENERAL INTRODUCTION. ,.{ 

expreBBion must run, and the -n'orks of a poet cannot be 
folly underatood unless we understand the poet himself. 

1. Conapicuoua among the main currents of thought W hi> Mn» 
and feeling that flow through the body of his writings ia 
his perception of the movement of Law throughout the 
worlds of sense and of spirit : he recognises therein 
a settled scheme of great purposes underlying a universal 
order and gradually developing to completion. 

(a) Illustrations of this recognition of pervading Law iJiowo ta his 
may be found in his conception of Nature, and in his treat- (ojof hbiutb 
ment of human action and of natural scenery. Nature, 
which to Shelley was a spirit of Love, and to Words- 
worth a living and speaking presence of Thought, is to 
Tennyson a process of Law including both. Even in 
the midst of his mourning over the seeming waste in- 
volved in the early death of his Mend, he can write in 
In Memcmam 

I curse not nature, no, nor death ; 
For nothing \% that errs from law. 

In all the workings of Nature he traces the evolution of 
the great designs of God — 

That God, which ever lives and loves. 

One God, one law, one element, 

And one far-off dirinc- event 
To which the whole creation moves. 

In The Higher Pantheism, a similar thought is found ; 

God is law, say the wise ; soul, and let a« rejoice. 
For it Ha thunder by law, the thunder is yet His voice. 

(6) Allied to this faith that the universe is " roll'd round ^^'.^™- 
by one fixt law " is the poet's sympathy with diaciphned 
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xii GENERAL INTRODUCTION. 

order in the various spheres of human action. In poli- 
tics his ideal freedom ia "sober-suited"; it is such a 
Freedom as has been evolved by the gradual growth of 
English inatitutiona, a Freedom which 

slowly broadens down 
From precedent to precedent. 

He has small faith in sudden outbursts of revolutionary 
fervour ; he thinks that the " red fool fiiry of the Seine," 
the "flashing heats" of the "frantic city," retard man's 
progress towards real Uberty i they " but fire to blaat the 
hopes of men." If liberty is to be a solid and lasting 
possession, it must be gained by patient years of working 
and waiting, not by " Raw Haste, balf-aister of Delay." 
So also Tennyson's love for his own country is regu- 
lated and philosophic ; he has given us a few patriotic 
martial lyrics that stir the living blood "like a trumpet 
call," as The Charge of the Light Brigade and The Bevenge, 
but in the main his patriotism is founded on admiration 
for the great "storied past" of England. Though in 
youth he triumphs in " the Vision of the world and all 
the wonder that would be," yet neither in youth nor in 
^e is he himself without some sympathy with a distrust 
of the new democratic forces which may end in " work- 
ing their own doom : " 

Step by etep wa gain'd a freedom known to Europe, knowo 

to all. 
Step by step we roae to greatDess— thro' tlie tonguesters we 

may fall. 

(c) Agun, in his conception of the passion of Love, and 
in his portraiture of Womanhood, the same spirit of rever- 
ence and self-control animates Tennyson's verse. Love, 
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GENERAL INTRODUCTION. xiii 

in Tennyson, is apure unselfish paasion. Even the guiltjr 
I0T6 of Lancelot and Guinevere is described from a ■ 
spiritual standpoint, in its evil effects rather than in its 
sensuous details. His highest ideal of love is found in 
the pure passion of wedded life : true love can exist only 
under tlie sanction of Duty and of reverence for woman- 
hood and one's higher self; and such love is the source 
of man's loftiest ideas, and inspires his noblest deeds. 

(d) Lastly, Tennyson's appreciation of Order is iUus- (i^ 
trated in his treatment of natur^ scenery. He gives us 
scenes of savage grandeur, as in 



LB ledges elope and apill 
Their thousand wreathe of dangling water-smoke, 

but he oftener describes still English landscapes, the 
"homes of ancient peace," with "plaited alleys" and 
"terrace-lawn," of "long, gray fields," "tracts of pasture 
sunny warm," and all the ordered quiet of rural life. 

2. A second great element of Tennyson's character is ^^OK^bt 
its noble tone. This pervades every poem he has ever 
■written. His verse is informed with the very spirit of 
Honour, of Duty, and of Keverence for all that is pure 

and true. 

3. Another main characteristic of Tennyson is gim-^™^"!^- 
plicity. The emotions that he appeals to are generally ™ofon. 
easy to understand and iwmmon to all. He avoids the 

subtle analysis of character, and the painting of com- 
plex motives or of the wild excess of passion. The 
moral laws which he so strongly upholds are those 
primary sanctions upon which average English society 
is founded. A certain Puritan simplicity and a scholarly 
restraint pervade the mass of his work. 
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xiv GENERAL INTRODUCTION. 

It is on these fotrndatione of Order, Nobility, and 
Simplicity that Tennjson'a character is bnilt. 
n^*^ny«iQ jj^ Turning now to the matter or substance of his 
poems, we note, first, that the two chief factors of 
Tennyson's popularity are that he is a representative 
English poet, and that he is a consummate Artist. 
^uutooT ^^ ^^^ great spheres of human thought — in religion, 
i^-*e»; in morals, in social life— his poems reflect the complex 
tendencies of his age and his surroundings. Not, it may . 
be, the most advanced ideas, not the lateat speculation, 
not the transient contentions of the hour ; but ^he broad 
results of culture and experience upon the poet's English 
contemporaries. The ground of Tennyson's claim to 
be considered a representative of his age is seen in 
the lines of thought pursued in some of those more 
important poems which deal with the great problems and 
paramount interests of his times. The poems cover a 
period of iifly years, and must be considered in the 
order of their publication. In Locksley Sail, pub- 
lished in 1842, the speaker, after giving vent to his 
own tale of passion and regret, becomes the mouth- 
piece of the young hopes and aspirations of the Liberal- 
ism of the early Victorian era, while in LocMey Hall 
Sixiy Years After, the doubts and distrust felt by the 
Conservatism of our own times find dramatic utterance. 
The Prifocess deals with a question of lasting interest 
to society, and one which has of late years risen into 
more conspicuous importance, the changing position and 
proper sphere of Woman. In The Palace of AH the 
poet describes and condemns a spirit of testheticism 
whose sole religion is the worship of Beauty and Know- 
ledge for their own eakes, and which ignores human 

— D,™),prii>,Google 



GENERAL INTEODUCTION. xv 

responsibility and obligatioDB to one's fellow-men : 

while in St. Simeon Slylties, the poet equally con- 
demns the evils of a Belf-centred religious asceticism 
which despises the active duties of daily life. The 
Vidon of Sin is a picture of the perversion of nature 
and of the final despair which attend' the pursuit' of 
sensual pleasure. The Tvxi Foices illustrates the in- 
trospective self-analysis with which the ^e discusses the 
fundamental problem of existence, finding all Bolutione 
vain except those dictated by the simplest voices of the 
conscience and the heart The poet's great work. In 
Memffriam, ia the history of a tender human soul con- 
fronted with the stem, relentless order of the Universe 
and the seeming waste and cruelty of Death. The poem 
traces the progress of sorrow from the Valley of Death, 
over-shadowed by the darkness of unspeakable loss, 
through the regions of philosophic doubt and meditation 
to the serene heights of resignation and hope, where 
Faith and Love can triumph over Death in the con- 
fident hope of a life beyond, and over Doubt by the 
realisation 

That all, aa in some piece of art, 
Is toil cijoperant b> an ead. 

JUavd is dated at the conclusion of that long period 
of peace which preceded the Crimean War, when the 
commercial prosperity of England had reached a height 
unknown before, and when "Britain's sole god" was the 
millionaire. The poem gives a dramatic rendering of 
the revolt of a cultured mind against the hypocrisy and 
corruptions of a society degraded by the worship of 
Mammou, though the hero inherits a vein of insanity 
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and Bpeaks too bitterly. The teaching of Tennjson's 
longest, and in many reepecte greatest, poem — the 
spreading mischief of a. moral taint — is discussed at 
length in the Introduction to The Coming of Arthur arid 
the Passing of Arthur.^ Here too Tennyson expreBaes 
one of the deepest convictions of his time. 

But if Tennyson's popularity is based upon a corre- 
spondence between his own reverence for Law and the 
deepest foundations of English character, it is based no 
less upon his delicate power as an Artist Among the 
elements of this power may he mentioned a minute 
observation of Nature which furnishes him with a store 
of poetic description and imagery; a scholarly appre- 
ciation of all that is most picturesque in the literature 
of the past ; an exquisite precision in the use of words 
and phrases ; an avoidance of the commonplace ; the 
expressive harmonies of his rhythm, and the subtle 
melody of his diction, 
r- (a) For minute observation and vivid painting of the 
details of natural scenery Tennyson is without a rival. 
We feel that he has seen all that he describes. This 
may be illustrated by a few examples of his tree- 
studies : — 

In gloaa and hue the cbestnnt, when the shell 
Dividea three-fold to show the fruit within 

{The Brook) 

those eyea 
Darker than darkest panaies, Euid that hair 
More black than aahbada in th« front of March 

( The Qardtntr'i DaugKttr) 

' Jfocmfflon and Co. 
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GENERAL INTRODUCTION. xvii 

With blasts that blow the poplar white 

{la Uemoriam) 

A million emeralds break from the niby-bndded lime 

a stnmp of oak half-dead, 
From roola like some black coil of carven snakes, 
Clutch'd at the crag ~ {The Last Townantent), 

We may also notice the ezactnoES of the epithets in 
"perky larches," " dry-tmiffti'd laurela," "pUlar'd dusk 
of sounding sycamores," " laburnums, dropping-todls of 
fire." 

Equally exact are his deacriptiona of scientific pheno- 
mena : — 

Before the little dncts began 

To feed thy bones with lime, and ran 

Their course tiU thou wert also man (The 7W Voica) 

Still, as while Salnni whirls, his st«adfast shade 
Sleeps on his luminous ring (3'Ae Palace of Art). 

This accurate realisation of scientific facte is often of 
service in furnishing apt illustrations of moral truths or 
of emotions of the mind :— 

Break, thou deep vase of chilling tears 
That grief has shaken into frost {In SfemCrriam) 

Prayer, from a living source within the will, 
And beating np through all the bitter world. 
Like fountains of sweet waters in the sea 

{Sweh Arden). 

(i) Allusions to the Classics of more than one land m hii h 
may be found in Tennyson. Lines and expressions ^ 
would seem sometimes to be suggested by the Greek or 
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Latin poets, and in these the translation is generally so 
happy a rendering of the original as to give an added 
grace to what was already beautiful. Illustrations of 
this characteristic will be found among the Notes 
at the end of this volume. There is occasionally 
a reconditeness about these allusions which may 
puzzle the general reader. For example, in the. 
lines 

And over those ethereal eyes 
The bar of Michael Angela {In Metruyriam) 

where the reference ia to the projection of the frontal 
bone above the eye-brows noticeable in the portraits of 
Michael Angelo and of Arthur Hallam, a peculiarity of 
shape said to indicate strength of character and mental 
power. Similarly in 

Proxy-wedded with a bootleaa calf (TAe Princess) 

we find an allusion to an old ceremony of marriage by 
proxy, where an ambassador or agent representing the 
■ absent bridegroom, after taking off his boot, placed his 
leg in the bridal bed. 
Cc) HiasxproB. (c) We may next note Tennyson's unequalled power 
of finding single words to give at a flash, as it were, an 
exact picture. What he has written of Virgil's art is 
equally true of his own, which offers us 

All the charm of all the Muses 

often flowering in e. lonely word. 

This power of fitting the word to the thought may be 
seen in the following examples : " creamy spray " ; " lUy 
maid " ; " the ripple lea^mg in the reeda " and " the 
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wild water lapping on the crag"; "the dying ehb that 
faintly lippd the flat red granite " ; " ae the fiery Siriua 
biekers into red and emerald"; "women Uowz'd with 
health and wind and rain." 

(d) PosBeeaing such a faculty of appropriate expression, (d 
the poet naturally avoids the commonplace ; Tennyson m 
not only rigidly excludes all otiose epithets and stop-gap 
phraaes, but often, where other writers would use some 
familiar, well-worn word, he selects one less known but 
equally true and expressive. He has a distinct fondness 
for good old Saxon words and expressions, and has 
helped to rescue many of these from undeserved oblivion. 
Thus, for the " skinflint " of common parlance he substi- 
tutes (in Walking to the Mail) the "flayflint" of Ray's 
Proverbs i in place of " blindman's buff" is found the 
older "hoodman blind" (In Memoriam) ; for "vill.ige 
and cowshed " he writes " thorpe and byre " {The FicHm), 
while in Tks Brook the French " cricket " appears as the 
Saxon "grig." Other examples might be quoted, e.g., 
lurdane, rathe, plash, brewis, tkroil'd, boles, quitch, recMiny, 
rob/, yaffingde. Occasionally he prefers a word of his own 
coinage, as limguesler, selfless. This tendency to avoid the 
commonplace is noticeable not only in separate words, 
but in the rendering of ideas, a poetic dress being given 
to prosaic details by a kind of stately circumlocution : 
thus in The Princess the hero's northern birthplace is in- 
dicated by his telling us that "on mj cradle shone 
the Northern star " ; and to describe the hour before 
the planet Venus had sunk into the sea, the poet 
writes : 

Before tbe crimBon-ciicIed star 
Had fall'n into her father's grave. 
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(0 Hta roetii. (e) Lastly, if we examine the metrical characteristics of 
iiMes. Tennyson's poetry, we observe that the sense of majestic 

order and gradual development pervading the substance 
of his poema is not more conspicuous than is the sense of 
music which governs the stylo of his versificatioa He 
knows all the secrets of hannonious rhythm and mel- 
odious diction ; he has re-cast and polished his earlier 
poems with such minute and scrupulous care that he 
has at length attained a metrical form more perfect 
than has been reached by any other poet. Several 
illustrations of the delicacy of his sense of metre are 
pointed out in the Notea A few more examples may 
be here quoted to show how frequently in his verse 
the sound echoes the sense. This is seen in his Ee- 
presentative Rhythms : 
Hia harmooy {") The first Syllable OT half-foot of a line of blank 
r ytbrn. ^gj^g jg oftg^ acccntcd and cut off from the rest of the 
line by a pause, to indicate some sudden emphatic action 
or startling sight or sound, breaking the flow of the 
narrative : 

Claah'd : and the sonnd was good' to Gareth'a ear 

(Oarelh and Xjynette) 

Ctiarm'd, till Sir Kay, the aeDeachal, would come {lb.) 



Flaah'd, and he call'd, ' I fight upon thy dde ' 

{Pelleaa and Elarre) 

Back, OS a hand that pushes thro' the leaf {lb, ) 

Fall, 08 the crest of some Blow-arching wave 

Drops flat {The Lagt Tournament). 
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Occasionally the whole first foot is thus cut off; 

made hia horse 
Caracole : then bowed hU homage, bluntly saying 

(^Ae Last Toyanixment) 

WIio atood ft moment, ere his horse was brought. 
Glorying ; and in the stream beneath him shone 

(CorefA and Lynetie) 

(jS) Action rapidly repeated is represented by an 
unusual number of unaccented syllables in one line. 
Thus we almost hear the rush of waters in such lines 



Myriads of rivnleta hurrying thro' the lawn {The Printete) 

Of some precipitous rivulet to the sea {Enoch Arden] 

while the rapid warble of song-birds sounds through 

Melody on branch and melody in mid-air 

{Gareth and Lynette). 

(y) Contrast with the above the majestic effect pro- 
duced by the sustained rhythm and the broad vowel 
sounds in 

By the long wash of AaBtralaalan seas {The Brook) 

The league-long roller thundering on the reef 

{Enoch Arden). 

(S) Variations from the usual iambic regularity of 
blank verse, attained by placing the accent on the first 
instead of the second half-foot, are introduced, often to 
represent intermittent action, as in 
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HiiDM^y Tennygon'a sense of music is equally conspicuous in 
the melody of his diction. The mere sound of his 
words and phrases lingers in the brain, apart from any 
meaning, as the echoes of a musical cadence linger along 
a vaulted roof. This is in the main due to his selection 
of melodious vowels and liquid consonants, and also 
to his skilful use of alliteration. Examples are every- 
where: 

Them 



As twere a hundred cAroofed nightingale, 

The strong iempeMuous (reble throhh'd and palpi^aied ' 

(The Vieioit of Sin) 

The loag low dune and lazy plunging sea 

{The Lose 3'ournament) 

SreMt-high in that Sright line of frrackan stood 

(PeUeaa and Etarre) 

All day the wind breathes /ow with Ta^ouxx tone 
Through every hoUow cave and aiiej tene 

( The LUvA Eatira). 

In double words initial alliteration is conspicuous : — 
"breaker-beaten," " flesh-faH'n," " gloomy-gladed," "lady- 
laden," " mock-meek," "point-painted," " rain-rotten," 
" storm-strengthen'd," " tongue-torn," " work-wan." We 
also find " slowly-mellowing," " hollower-bellowing," 
"ever-veering," "heavy-shotted hammock-shroud." In 
no English poet, perhaps only in Homer and Vergil, is 
this kinship of poetry and music so evident as in 
Tennyson. 
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Such ia Tennyson, and such his lyric and his narrative c 
poetry. In these lies his streDgth. His three historical 
dramas, Eardd, Becket, and Queen Mary, are full of deep 
research and vivid character-painting. Queen Mary, The 
Cup, The Falcon, and The Promise of May have heen 
placed on the stage.' His lyrical poems, his In 
Menwriam, and his Idylls, have become an integral 
part of the literature of the world, and so long aa purity 
and loftiness of thought expressed in perfect form have 
power to charm, will remain a possession for ever. 

' The Cvp and Ths Falcon were each played during a London 
season to full houses. G. H. Lewes often said that Teaayson's 
plays wovdd, if a.rranged, be preeminently fitted for the stage ; 
and that he was sure the public in the future would not be slow 
to recognise the many magnificent situations that occur through- 
oat his dramatic works. It is interesting to remember that 
Robert Browning used to point out the scene of the oath over 
the saint's bones in Harold, as a mtkrvenoualy actable Bccne, 
and that ha expressed his admiration of the dramatic qualities of 
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o»te,Loo»utj, Aylmei's Field was first published in 1864, Aylmer- 
stiOD, a village in Norfolk, has been said to be the scene 
of tlie poem; but the description of the locality as "a 
land of hops " (1. 31) shows that it must be laid in eome 
more southern English county, such as Rent or Sussex. 
The title — Aylmrr's fieW— points to the desolation that 
overwhelmed the ancestral abode of the Aylmer family, 
when 

" The great Hall was wholly broken down. 
And the brood woodhuid porcell'd into forma," 
and thus what was once Aylmer's Hall came to be known 
as Aylmei's Fidd. 

^toiy of tha The story of the poem ia briefly this t — Sir Aylmer 
Aylmer is one of the English landed gentry, proud of his 
birth and station ; his wife, once a well-known beauty, 
ia a mere shadow of himBelf. They have one lovely 
daughter, Edith, sole heiress to their wealth and name, 
a benefactor of the poor and favourite of all who know 
her. Averill is rector of the parish, and Leolin is his 
brother. Leolin and Edith grow up together, and their 
childish intimacy ripens into love in their maturer 
years. Edith ia enlightened as to the state of her ovra 
feelings towards Leolin by a " flash of semi-jealousy," on 
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Ma part, of an Indian kinsman who comes and makes her 
presents, among them being a dagger of beautiful work- 
manship. This dagger she gives to LeoHn. Then Sir 
Aylmer'e eyes are suddenly opened to the love-making 
between the two, Leolin is violently driven from his 
doors, and Edith ie kept close at home. The indig- 
nant Leohn goes off to his law studies, determined to 
make a name for himself, and meanwhile he and Edith 
carry on a clandestine correspondence with each other. 
This is discovered and stopped, neither of them iinder- 
. standing how. Edith is more closely shut up than 
ever ; she loses her health, is caught by a passing fever, 
and dies with Leolin's name upon her lips. Leolin hears 
her call him in his sleep, as it seems, and aoBwers her, 
trembling with excitement. The next day comes the 
dreadful news, and Leolin stabs himself with the dagger 
that Edith had given him. On a following Sunday 
morning, Averill is asked to preach Edith's funeral 
sermon. He takes for his text, " Behold, your house is 
left imto you desolate," and denounces in terrible words 
of doom the pride and self-seeking of the Aylmer 
parents. Lady Aylmer faints and is carried out of the 
church, and the heart-stricken Sir Aylmer staggers out 
behind her, followed by the frowns of the assembled 
villagers. Lady Aylmer dies in a month, and Sir Aylmer 
becomes imbecile, and two years later is laid beside his 
wife and daaghter. Then the great Hall is pulled down, 
'and its site is turned into a haunt for the mole and the 



In point of style, the main characteristic of Aylmei's st^ie. 
Fidd is its vigour of thought and expression. While 
remarkable for passages of great loveliness and pathos, 
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it 18 through its power rather than its beauty that, as a 
whole, it appeals to the imagination of the reader. We 
do not find here the studied simplicity of language and 
the repose of feeling that mark its companion poem, 
Enoch ArdeK, published originally in the ^ame volume. 
But in its stem moral strength Aylmer's Field is un- 
equalled among the poems of Tennyson, 
soops md Aylmer's Field is " a protest against the tyranny of the 
pride of birth and wealth over love." ^ It denounces one 
of the chief among 

"The Bocial lies tbat warp ua from the living trutb." 

The pride depicted by the poet is of that ignoble 
type' which leans in self-complacent egotism upon the 
achievements of others, without any sense that the 
inheritance of a noble name should be an incentive to 
noble deeds worthy of a great ancestry. It is the pride 
that is content to 

" Fall back upon a name, reat, rot in that. 
Not faep it noble, make it nobler." 

For this false pride of birth and the Mammon- worship 

that so often accompanies it Tennyson cherishes a noble 
scorn and abhorrence, and he has branded them both in 
several other of his poems. For example, in Lady Clara 
Vere de F&'e, the pride of the heroine produces a tragical 
result somewhat similar to that of Aylmer's Field, in the 
suicide of " young Lawrence," the humble suitor who is 
scornfully rejected by this "daughter of a hundred earls." 
In Maud again it ie the pride of the brother that brings 
about the catastrophe. Maud, like Edith, is faithful to 

' A Slwdy of Tennyeon. By E. C. Tajnsb. 
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her lover; bnt, like her, she cannot extricate herself 
from the selfish worldlinees of her surroundings ; and she 
too is parted from him and dies. In Aylrmfs Field, 
Leolia is driven to despair aod madness that ends in 
suicide ; in Maud, the mind of the hero also gives way 
beneath the strain of acut« suffering, but he recovers and 
finds a solace in noble action. In LocMey Hdl it is the 
pride of wealth that steps between the two youthful 
lovers with its blighting influence, though with con- 
sequences less tragic than in Aylm&i's Field, where, 
as in Hamlet, the curtain falls upon the deaths of all the 
chief personages in the story except one, and only 
Averill is left, like Horatio, 

" la this Ijftrsh world to draw his breath in pain." 

The subject of Wordsworth's Haii-leap Wdl has some conipiredto 
affinity to that of Aylmefs Field. In either poem the wea. 
events are told or supposed to be told to the writer by 
an old man familiar with the traditions of the place 
' where they occurred. Both stories turn upon wanton 
acts of cruelty, though in Hart-leap Well it is a dumb 
animal that is the victim, instead of human beings, as in 
Aylmefs Field. In Hartieap JVeU, as in Aylmer's Field, 
the Bc«ne of man's pride and inhumanity is laid waste ; 
" the spot is curst " ; and Sir Walter's great lodge, like 
Sir Aylmer's mansion, is wholly broken down and 
vanishes like "a forgotten dream." 



In Wordsworth's poem, however, we are not left, as in 
Aylmer's Field, to contemplate a prospect of unredeemed 
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ruin and deaolation. There is a healing as well as a re- 
tributive power in Nature ; it is trae that 

" The pleasure -hoUBO is dust ; — behind, before. 

But Nature, in due course of time, once more 
Shall hare put on her beauty and her btoom." 

ThoaermoD. A leading feature in AyVmet's Field is Averill's sermon, 
comprising, as it does, neariy one-fifth of the entire poem. 
It has been described aa " a mosaic of Bible language, 
most curiously wrought, and fused into one living whole 
hy the heat of an intense sorrow."^ In its prophet-like 
earnestness and terrible, concentrated power, no less 
than in its subtly intermingled pathos and scorn, it 
stands unparalleled in literature. Critics have raised ob- 
jections to 30 excellent a clergyman as Averill being re- 
presented as seizing the first opportunity of preaching 
publicly against two of his parishioners after their daugh- 
ter's death, and have asked, '* Why smite those afresh 
whom God had smitten so terribly already 1 " But such 
criticisms as these are wide of the mark. The poem is 
explicitly an idealised delineation of coarse and cruel 
wrong-doing followed by swift and appropriate punish- 
ment. The demands of poetical justice are satisfied to 
the full. Borne along by the high moral truth of the 
whole picture, the reader does not stop to inquire into 
minor details or questions of antecedent probabilities. 
The pathetic description of the events that come before 
and lead iip to it, prepares his mind for the preacher's 
stonn-blast of indignant reproach. There is no sense of 
incongruity ; the sermon seems a natural and almost 

' The Poetry qf Teiaiymn. By Henry Van Dyke. 
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inevitable outcome of what precedes ; and the canons of 

taste and of art are alike satisfied. 

This sermon may be brieQy paraphra,sed as follows : — 
" The worst of all the calamities that mankind has 
suffered under are the various forma of idolatry 
which put Self in the place of God. The old Baal- 
worshippers degraded their object of worship to their 
own level, but, with the coming of Christianity, better 
things were expected. But no ! though actual idol- 
worship is gone, man still worships his own selfish 
desires and aims in the shape of wealth and rank, 
living in luxury and careless of his soul's welfare 
and of the teachings of the religion that he pro- 
fesses. You then, the modem self-worshipper, who 
ought to have known better, shall be regarded by the 
humbly-born but mighty Jesus as a -worse idolater than 
the old Baal- worshipper, for you by your evil precept 
. and example destroy the souls instead of the bodies of 
your children. Some possibly may escape the taint, as 
did the subject of my discourse, a beautiful maiden, the 
joy and blessing of our homes. No cottage was too 
humble for her to visit, no wretchedness too low for her 
to succour. Her hand was ever ready in works of 
charity and kindness, and, herself a disciple of the 
loving Christ, she soothed your religious doubts and 
sweetly healed your quarrels, Leolin was her constant 
companion, and might eventually have become her hus- 
band. He has died by his own hand; — a death of shame, 
the guilt and the disgrace of which belong not to him but 
to those who drove him to it. Good reason then have I, 
thus doubly bereaved, to say, 'My house is left unto me 
desolate,' 



D,™),prii>,Google 



XXX INTRODUCTION TO 

"You too, my parish ioners, may well use the same 
words, for your loss is irreparabla But yon, the un- 
happy parents, who have caused all this calamity, — 
would that you, like Jerusalem of old, had better under- 
stood your own true interests and ours 1 As Jerusalem 
had her prophets, whom she stoned, so you had your 
child to lead you up to higher things, and you have 
killed her. Jerusalem, unrepentant, was desolated by 
sword and fire ; and you, who would not listen to the 
warning example of your child, have brought a like 
doom upon yourselves. This loss haa darkened my own 
life and hardened my feelings ; pray for me, my parish- 
ioners, for Leolin, alas, is past your prayers. 

" When I first heard of theae events, I, who thought 
myself so meek-spirited, was fain indignantly to denounce 
the crime that has made these two its victims. But 
when I see what is now going on in France, the Revolu- 
tion with its Eeign of Terror and ghastly, wholesale 
executions, I feel that this is not a time to add fuel to 
the angry passions of men. No less do I feel that this 
was not a fitting time for these Aylmers to indulge their 
prida My wish, then, is that this great sin of theirs 
may remain concealed from the public eye, though it 
will, no doubt, be talked of in this neighbourhood. But 
I would ask you rather to pray for and pity those who 
have carried out their own aims and broken a union 
which might have perpetuated their family ; — who, 
thinking by coarse methods to plan their daughter's 
weliare, have planned her death and brought misery 
upon their old age. Their punishment in this life is 
surely great enough without that of the life to come. 
Stript as tbey are of our respect and affection, with a 
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stranger to succeed to their property, bereft of all hope 
of posterity, their home desolated, bitter indeed must bo 
their feelings as they hear me, their old friend, like them 
and by them bereaved, cry to them, as Christ did to the 
worldly, self-deluding Pharisees, 'Behold, your house is 
left unto you desolate ! ' " 

It may be remarked, in conclusion, that the Greek Qreot Tragic 
tragic element is strongly represented in Aglmer's 
Field. Like the haughty (Edipus, of Sophocles's drama, 
urged on by overmastering Destiny, Sir Aylmer, "by 
his own stale devil spurr'd," goes blindly on, working 
out his own ruin for himself. He is the Greek Hybris- 
tes, the violent, overbearing type of humanity. Or 
t^ain, like the formal Cleon of the same dramatist, bent 
on promoting his son's best interests by " breaking the 
bond " between him and the noble Antigone, Sir 
Aylmer sets himself about " contriving his dear daugh- 
ter's good," and ends in ignorantly devising her death. 
The irony of it all is thoroughly Greek in its texture, 
though the Greek notion of an inexorable Fate or Neces- 
sity is replaced in the modem poem by a vivid repre- 
sentation of the power of a " besetting sin," indulged 
and cherished, to goad a man on to his own destruction 
and that of others. Here, as ever, " sin when it ia 
\\ forth death." 
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Dust are our frames ; and, gilded duet, onr pride 
Looks only for a moment whole and sound ; 
Like that long-buried body of the king, 
Found lying with his urns and ornaments, 
Which at a touch of light, an air of heaven, 
Slipt into ashea, and was found no more. 



Here is a story which in rougher shape 
Came from a grizzled cripple, whom I saw 
Sunning himself in a waste field alone — 
Old, and a mine of memoriea — who had served 
Long since, a bygone Rector of the place. 
And been himself a part of what he told. 



Sir Atlhbr Aylubr, that almighty man, 
The county God — in whose capacious hall. 
Hung with a hundred shields, the family tree 
Sprang from the midriff of a prostrate king — 
Whose blazing wyvem weathercock'd the spire, 
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Stood from his walla and wing'd hia eutrj-gatea 
And Bwang beaidea on many a windy sign — 
Whose eyes from under a pyramidal head 
Saw from hia windows nothing save his own — 
What lovelier of hia own had he than her, 
Kia only child, his Edith, whom he loved 
Aa heireaa and not heir regretfully J 
But 'he that marriea her marries her name' 
Thia fiat aomewhat soothed himself and wife, 
Hia wife a faded beauty of the Baths, 
Inaipid aa the Queen upon a card ; 
Her all of thought and bearing hardly more 
Than his own shadow in a aickly aun. 



A land of hopa and poppy-mingled com, 
Little about it atirring aave a brook ! 
A sleepy land, where under the same wheel 
The same old rut would deepen year by year; 
Where almoat all the village had one name ; 
Where Aylmer followed Aylmer at the Hall 
And Averill Averill at the Rectory 
Thrice over ; ao that Beotory and Hall, 
Bound in an immemorial intimaey. 
Were open to each other ; the' to dream 
That Love could bind them closer well had made 
The hoar hair of the Barouet bristle up 
With horror, worae than had he lieard his prieat 
Preach an inverted acriptiire, sons of men 
Daughtera of God ; 80 sleepy was the land. 



And might not Averill, had he will'd it ao, 
Somewhere beneath hia own low range of roofa, 
Have alao set his many-ahielded tree 1 
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There was an Aylmer-Averill marriage once. 

When the red rose waa redder than itself, 1 

And York's white rose aa red as Iduicaster'e, 

With wounded peace which each had prick'd to death. 

' Not proven ' Averill said, or laughingly 

'Some other race of Averills' — prov'n or no, 

What cared he t what, if other or the same ? 

He lean'd not on his fathers but himself. 

But Leolin, his brother, living oft 

With Averill, and a year or two before 

(ill'd to the bar, but ever call'd away 

By one low voice to one dear neighbourhood, I 

Would often, in his walks with Edith, claim 

A distant kinship to the gracious blood 

That shook the heart of Edith hearing him. 



Sangoine he was; a but less vivid hue 
Than of that islet in the chestnut-bloom 
Flamed in his cheek ; and eager eyes, that still 
Took joyful note of all things joyful, beam'd. 
Beneath a manelike mass of rolling gold. 
Their best and brightest, when they dwelt on he 
Edith, whose pensive beauty, perfect else, 
But subject to the season or the mood, 
Shone like a mystic star between the less 
And greater glory varying to and fro, 
We know not wherefore ; bounteously made, 
And yet so finely, that a troublous t«uch 
Thinn'd, or would seem to thin her in a day, 
A joyous to dilate, as toward the light. 
And these had been together from the first. 
Leoliu's first nurse was, five years after, hers : 
So much the boy foreran ; but when his date 
Doubled her own, for want of playmates, he 
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(Since Averill was a decad and a half 

His elder, and their parents underground) 

Had toBt his ball and flown hia kite, and roll'd 

His hoop to pleasure Edith, with her dipt 

Against the rush of the air in the prone swing, 

Made blossom -ball or daisy-chain, arranged 

Her garden, sow'd her name and kept it green 

In living letters, told her fairy-tales, 

Show'd Iier the fairy footings on the gnus. 

The little dells of cowslip, fairy palms. 

The petty mareatail forest, fairy pines. 

Or from the tiny pitted target blew 

What look'd a flight of fairy arrows aim'd 

All at one mark, all hitting : make-believea 

For Edith and himself : or else he forged. 

But tliat was later, boyish histories 

Gf battle, bold adventure, dungeon, wreck, 

Flights, terrors, sudden reacuea, and tnie love 

Crown'd after trial ; sketches rude and faint. 

But where a passion yet unborn perhaps 

Lay hidden as the music of the moon 

Sleeps in the plain eggs of the nightingale. 

And thus together, save for college-times 

Or Temple-eaten terms, a couple, fair 

Afl ever painter painted, poet sang. 

Or Heaven in lavish bounty moulded, grew. 

And more and mere, the maiden woman-grown. 

He wasted hours with Averill ; there, when first 

The tented winter-field was broken up 

Into that phalanx of the summer spears 

That soon should wear the garland ; there again 

When burr and bine were gather'd ; lastly there 

At Christmas ; ever welcome at the Hall, 

On whose dull sameness his full tide of youth 

Broke with a phosphorescence charming even 
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Mj ladj 1 and the BciroDet jet had laid 

No bar between them : dull and self- involved. 

Tall and erect, but bending from hia height 

With half-allowing smiles for all the world, 

And mighty coarteoua in the main— hia pride 

Laj deeper than to wear it as hia ring — 

He, like an Aylmer in his Ajlmerism, 

Would care no more for Leolin's walking with her 

Than for hie old Newfoundland's, when they ran 

To loose him at the stables, for he rose 

Twofooted at the limit of his chain, 

Itoaring to make a third : and how should Love, 

Whom the croaa-lightniugs of four chance-met eyes 

Flash into fiery life from nothing, follow 

Sach dear familiarities of dawn ? 

Seldom, but when he does, Master of all. 



So these young hearto not knowing that they loved. 
Not she at least, nor conscious of a bar 
Between them, nor by plight or broken ring 
Bound, but an immemorial intimacy, 
Wander'd at will, and oft accompanied 
By Averill : hia, a brother's lore, that hung 
With wings of brooding shelter o'er her peace. 
Might have been other, save for Leolin's—' I 

Who knows? but so they wander'd, hour by hour 
Gather'd the blossom that rebloom'd, and drank 
The magic cup that fill'd itself anew. 



A whisper half reveal'd her to herself. 
For out beyond her lodges, where the brook 
Vocal, with here and there a silence, ran 
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By sallowy rims, urose the labourers' homes, 
A frequent haunt of Edith, on low knolls 
That dimpliof; died into each other, huta 
At random acatter'd, each a nest in btoom. 
Her art, her hand, her counsel all had wrought 
About them ; here was one that, sunmier-blanch'd, 
Was parcel-bearded with the traveller's-joy 
In Autiimn, parcel ivy-clad ; and here 
The warm-blue breathings of a hidden hearth 
Broke from a bower of vine and honey suckle : 
One look'd all rosetree, and another wore 
A close-set robe of jasmine sown with stars ; 
This had a rosy sea of gillyflowers 
_ About it ; this, a milky-way on earth, 
Like visions in the Northern dreamer's heavens, 
A lily-avenue climbing to the doors ; 
One, almost to tlie martin -haunted eaves 
A summer burial deep in hollyhocks ; 
Each, its own charm ; and Edith's everywhere ; 
And Edith ever viaitant with him, 
He but less loved than Edith, of her poor : 
For she— so lowly-lovely and so loving. 
Queenly responsive when the loyal hand 
Hose from the clay it work'd in aa she past, 
Not sowing hedgerow texts and passing by, 
Nor dealing goodly counsel from a height 
That makes the lowest hate it, but a voice 
Of comfort and an open hand of help, 
A splendid presence flattering the poor roofs 
Revered as theirs, but kindlier than themselves 
To ailing wife or wailing infancy 
Or old bedridden palsy, — was adored ; 
He, loved for her and for himself, A grasp 
Having the warmth and muscle of the heart, 
A childly way with children, and a laugh 
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Ringing like proven golden coinage true, 
Were no falae passport to that eaaj realm, 
Where once with Leolin at her side the girl, 
Nursing a child, and turning to the warmth 
The tender pink five-beaded babj-soles, 
Heard the good mother softly whisper ' Blesa, 
Ood bleaa 'em : marriages are made in Heaven.' 



A flash of eemi-jealousy clear'd it to her. 
My lady's Indian kinaman unannounced 
With half a score of swarthy faces came. 
His own, tho' keen and bold and soldierly 
Sear'd by the close ecliptic, was not fair ; 
Fairer his talk, a tongue that ruled the hour, 
Tho' seeming boastful ; so wlien firat he daah'd 
Into the chronicle of a, deedful day, 
Sir Aylmer half forgot his lazy smile 
Of patron ' Good ! my lady's kinsman ! good ! ' 
My lady with her fingers interlock'd, 
And rotatory thumbs on silken knees, 
Oill'd all her vital spirits into each ear 
To listen : unawares tKey flitted off, 
Busying themselves about the flowerage 
That stood from out a stiff brocade in which. 
The meteor of a splendid season, she. 
Once with this kinsman, all so long ago, 
Stept thro' the stately minuet of those days : 
But Edith's eager fancy hurried with him 
Snatch'd thro" the perilous passes of his life : 
Till Leolin ever watchful of her eye. 
Hated him with a momentary hat«. 
Wife-hunting, as the rumour ran, was he : 
I know not, foi! he spoke not, only shower'd 
His oriental gifts on everj"one 
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And most on Edith : like a atorin he c&nie. 
And shook the house, and like a. storm he went. 



Among the gifts he left her (possibly 
He flow'd and ebb'd uncertAio, to return 
When others had been tested) there was one, 
A dagger, in rich aheath with jewels on it 
Sprinkled about in gold that branch'd it«elf 
Fine as ice-ferns on January panes 
Made by a breath. I know not whence at first, 
Nor of what race, the work ; but aa he told 
The story, storming a hill-fort of thieves 
He got it ; for their captain after fight, 
His comrades having fought their last below. 
Was climbing up the valley ; at whom he shot : 
Down from the beetling crag to which he clung 
Tumbled the tawny rascal at his feet. 
This dagger with him, which when now admired 
By Edith whom his pleasure was to please. 
At once the costly Sahib yielded to her. 



Aud Leolin, coming after he was gone. 
Tost over all her presents petulantly : 
. And when she shoVd the wealthy scabbard, saying 
' Look what a lovely piece of workmauship ! ' 
Slight was his answer ' Well — I care not for it : ' 
Then playing with the blade he prick'd his hand, 
' A gracious gift to give a lady, this ! ' 
'But would it be more gracious' ask'd the girl 
' Were I to give this gift of his to one 
That is, no laJdy?' 'Gracious? No' said he. 
'MeJ— but I cared not for it. pardon me, 
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Z seem to be ungraciousaess itself.' 

' Take it ' she added sweetly, ' thtf his gift ; 

For I am more ungracious ev'n than you, 

I care not for it either ; ' and he said 

' Why then I love it r ' but Sir Ajhner paat, 

'And neither loved nor liked the thing he heard. 



The next day came a neighbour. Blues and reds 
They talk'd of ; blues were sure of it, he thought : 
Then of the latest fox — where started — kill'd 
In such a bottom ; ' Peter had the bruBh, 
My Peter, first:' and did Sir Aylmer know 
That great pock-pitten fellow had been caught) 
Then made hia pleasure echo, hand to hand. 
And rolling aa it were the substance of it 
Between his palms a, moment up and down — 
'The birds were warm, the birds were warm upon him ; 
We have him now : ' and had Sir Aylmer heard — 26 
Nay, but he must — the land was ringing of it — 
This blacksmith border-marriage — one they knew — 
Baw from the nursery — who could trust a child! 
That cursed France with her egalities! 
And did Sir Aylmer (deferentially 
With nearing chair and lower'd accent) think — 
For people talk'd — that it was wholly wise 
To let that handsome fellow Averill walk 
So freely with hia daughter! people talk'd — 2(( 

The boy might get a notion into him ; 
The girl might be entangled ere she knew. 
Sir Aylmer Aylmer slowly stiffening spoke ; 
' The girl and boy, Sir, know their differences ! ' 
'Good,' said his friend, 'but watch!' and he, 'Enough, 
More than enough. Sir I I can guard my own.' 
They parted, and Sir Aylmer Aylmer watch'd. 
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Pale, for on tier the thuodera of the house 
Had fallen firat, was Edith that same night; 
Pale aa the Jephtha'a daughter, a. rough piece 280 

Of early rigid colour, under which 
Withdrawing by the counter door to that 
Which Leolin open'd, she cast back upon Uim 
A piteoua glance, and Tanish'd. He, as one 
Caught in a burst of unexpected storm, 
And pelted with outrageous epithets, 
Taming beheld the Powers of the House 
On either side the hearth, indignant ; her. 
Cooling her false cheek with a featherfau, 
Him, glaring, by his own stale devil spurr'd, 290 

And, like a beast hard-ridden, breathing hard. 
'Ungenerous, dishonourable, base. 
Presumptuous ! trusted as he was with her. 
The sole succeeder to their wealth, their lands. 
The last remaining pillar of their house, 
The one transmitter of their ancient name. 
Their child.' 'Our childl' 'Our heiress!' 'Ours!' for 

still. 
Like echoes from beyond a hollow, came 
Her sicklier iteration. Last he said, 

' Boy, mark me ! for your fortunes are to make. 300 

I swear you shall not make them out of mine. 
Kow iuasmuch aa you have practised on her, 
Perplext her, made her half forget herself, 
Swerve from her duty to herself and us— 
Things in an Aylmer deemM impossible, 
F^r as we track ourselves — I say tliat this — 
Else I withdraw favour and countenance 
From you and yours for ever — shall you do. 
Sir, when you see her— but you shall not see her — 
No, you shall write, and not to her, but me : 310 

And you shall say that having spoken with me, 
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And after look'd into yourself, you find 

That you meant nothing— as indeed you know 

That you meant nothing. Such a match as tliis ! 

Impossibie, prodigious ! ' These were words, 

As meted by his measure of himself, 

Arguing boundless forbearance ; after which. 

And Leolin'a horror-Htricken answer, ' I 

So foul a traitor to myself and her, 

Never oh never,' for about as long 3 

Aa the wind-hover hangs in balance, pauBcd 

Sir Aylmer reddening from the storm within, 

Then broke all bonds of courtesy, and crying 

'Boy, should I find you by ray doors again. 

My men shall laah you from them like a dog ; 

Hence ! ' with a sudden esecration drove 

The footstool from before him, and arose ; 

So, stammering 'scoundrel' out of teeth that ground 

As in a dreadful dream, while Leolin still 

Retreated half-aghast, the £erce old man i 

FoUow'd, and under his own lintel stood 

Storming with lifted hands, a hoary face 

Meet for the reverence of the hearth, but now. 

Beneath a pale and anirapassion'd moon, 

Yext with unworthy madness, and deform'd. 



Slowly and conscious of the rageful eye 
That watch'd him, till he heard the ponderous door 
CSose, crashing with long echoes thro' the land, 
Went Leolin ; then, his passions all in flood 
And masters of his motion, furiously 
Down thro' the bright lawns to his brother's ran. 
And foam'd away his heart at Averill's ear ; 
Whom Averill solaced as he miglit, amazed ; 
The man wae his, had been hia father's, friend : 
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He muat have eeeu, himself bad eeen it long ; 

He must have known, himself had known : besides, 

He never yet had aet his daughter forth 

Here in the woman-markets of the west, 

Where our Caucaaians let themselves be sold. 

Some one, he thought, had sCander'd Leolin to him. 

' Brother, for I have loved you more as son 

Than brother, let me tell yom : I myself — 

What is their pretty saying 1 jilted, is it f 

Jilted I was : I say it for your peace. 

Pftin'd, and, as bearing in myself the shame 

The woman should have borne, humiliated, 

I lived for years a stunted sunless life ; 

Till after our good parents past away 

Watching your growth, I seem'd r^ain to grow. 

Leolin, I almost sin in envying you : 

The very whitest lamb in all my fold 

Loves you : I know her : the worst thought she has 

Is whiter even than her pretty hand : 

She must prove true : for, brother, where two fight 

The strongest wins, and truth and love are trtrength, 

And you are happy : let her parents be.' 



But Leolin cried out the more upon them — 
Insolent, brainless, heartless ! heiress, wealth. 
Their wealth, their heiress 1 wealth enough was 
For twenty matches. Were he lord of this. 
Why twenty boys and girls should marry on it 
And forty blest ones bless him, and himself 
Be wealthy stitl, ay wealthier. He believed 
This filthy marriage-hindering Mammon made 
The harlot of the cities : nature crost 
Was mother of the foul adulteries 
That saturate soul with body. Name, too ! nam 
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Tlieir ancient name ! they might be prood ; its worth 
Was being Edith's. Ah how pale she had looFd 
Darling, to-night ! they must have rated her 39 

Bejond all tolerance. These old pheasant-lords, 
These partridge-breeders of a thousand years, 
Who had tnildew'd in their thousanda, doing oothing 
Since Egbert — why, the greater their disgrace ! 
Fall back upon a name 1 rest, rot in that ! 
Not keep it noble, make it nobler? fools, 
With such a vantage-ground for nobleness ! 
He had known a man, a quintessence of man. 
The life of all— who madly loved— and he. 
Thwarted by one of these old father-foola, 39 

Had rioted hia life out, and made an end. 
He would not do it I her sweet face and faith 
Held him from that : but he had powers, he knew it : 
Back would he to hia studies, make a name, 
Name, fortune too : the world should ring of him 
To shame these mouldy Aylmers in their graves : 
Chancellor, or what is greatest would he be — 
'0 brother, I am grieved tp learn your grief- 
Give me my fling, and let me say my say.' 



At. which, like one that sees his own excess. 
And easily foi^ves it as his own, 
He laugh'd ; and then was mute ; but presently 
Wept like a storm : and honest Averill seeiug 
How low his brother's mood had fallen, fetch'd 
His richest beeswing from a binn reserved 
For banquets, praised the waning red, and told 
The vintage— when this Aylmer came of age- 
Then drank and past it ; till at length the two, 
Tho' Leolin flamed and fell again, agreed 
That much allowance must be made for mea 
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After an angry dream tMs kindlier glow 
Faded with morning, but bis purpose held. 



Yet once by night again the lovere met,, 
A perilous meeting under the tall pines 
That darkes'd all the northward of her HalL 
Him, to her meek and modest bosom prest 
lu agony, she promised that no force. 
Persuasion, no, nor death could alter her : 
He, paaaiouately hopefuller, would go, 
Labour for hia own Edith, and return 
In such a sunlight of prosperity 
He should not be rejected. ' Write to me ! 
They loved me, and because I love their child 
Tliey hate me : there ia war between ns, dear. 
Which breaks all bonds but ours ; we must remain 
Sacred to one another.' So they talk'd. 
Poor children, for their comfort : the wind blew ; 
The rain of heaven, and their own bitter tears. 
Tears, and the careless rain of heaven, miit 
Upon their faces, aa they kiss'd each other 
In darkness, and above them roar'd the pine. 



So I<eoIin went ; and as we tesk ourselves 
To learn a language known but smatteringly 
In phrases here and there at random, toil'd 
Mastering the lawless science of our law. 
That codeless myriad of precedent. 
That wildemesa of single instances. 
Thro' which a few, by wit or fortune led, 
May beat a pathway out to wealth and fame. 
The jests, that flash'd about the pleader's room. 
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Lightning of tlie liour, the puu, the scunilouB tale,-- 

Old BcandalB buried now seven decads deep 

In other acandala that have lived and diet), 

And left the living scandal that shall die — 

Were dead to him alreadj ; bent as he waa 

To make disproof of scorn, and strong in hopes, 

And prodigal of all brain-labour he, 

Charier of sleep, and wine, and exercise, 

Except when for a breathing-while at eve, 

Some niggard fraction of an hour, he ran ' 

Beside the river-bank : and then indeed 

Harder the times were, and the hands of power 

Were bloodier, and the according hearts of men 

Seem'd harder too ; but the soft river-breeze, 

Which fonn'd the gardens of that rival rose 

Yet feagrant in a heart remembering 

His former talks with Edith, on him breathed 

Tat purelier in his rushings to and fro. 

After his books, to flush his blood with air, 

Then to his books again. My lady'a cousin, < 

Half-sickening of his pension'd afternoon, 

Drove in upon the student once or twice, 

Ban a Malayan amuck against the times, 

Had golden hopes for France and all mankind, 

Answer'd all queries touching those at home 

With a heaved shoulder and a saucy smile. 

And fain had haled him out into the world, 

And air'd him there : his nearer friend wotdd say 

' Screw not the chord too sharply lest it snap.' 

Then left alone he pluck'd her dagger forth '. 

From where his worldless heart had kept it warm, 

Kissing hie vows upon it like a knight. 

And wrinkled benchers often talk'd of him 

Approvingly, and prophesied his rise : 

For heart, I think, help'd head : her letters too. 



D,™),prii>,Google 



16 AYLMER'S FIELD. 

Tho' far betweeo, and coming fitfully 
Like broken muEiic, written ae she found 
Or made occasion, being strictly watch'd, 
Charm'd him thro' every labyrinth till he sa< 
An end, a hope, a light breaking upon him. 



Bat they that cast her spirit into flesh. 
Her worldly-wise begetters, plagued themselvea 
To sell her, those good parents, for her good. 
Whatever eldest-bom of rank or wealth 
Might lie irithin their compass, him they lured 
Into their net made pleasant by the baits 
Of gold and beauty, wooing him to woo. 
So mouth by month the noiae about their doors, 
And distant blaze of those dull banqueta, made 
The nightly wirer of their innocent hare 
Falter before he took it. All in vain. 
Sullen, defiant, pitying, wroth, retum'd 
Leolin's rejected rivals from their suit 
So often, that the folly taking wings 
Slipt o'er those lazy limits down the wind 
With rumour, and became in other fields 
A mockery to the yeomen over ale, 
And laughter to their lords : but those at home. 
As hunters round a hunted creature draw 
The cordon close and closer toward the death, 
Narrow'd her goings out and comings in ; 
Forbad her first the house of Averill, 
Then closed her access to the wealthier farms, 
I^ist from her own home-circle of the poor 
They barr'd her ; yet she bore it : yet her cheek 
Kept colour : wondrous I but, O mystery ! 
What amulet drew her down to that old oak, 
So old, that twenty years before, a part 
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Falliug had let appear tLe brand of John — 

Once grovelike, each hwge arm a tree, but now 

The broken base of a black tower, a cave 

Of touchwood, with a single flourishing spray. 

There the manorial lord too curiously 

Raking in that miUeunial touch wood -dust 

Found for himaelf a bitter treasure trove ; 

Burst his own wyvern on the seal, and read 

Writhing a letter from his child, for which 

Came at the moment Leolin's emieaai-y, 

A crippled lad, and coming tum'd to fly, 

Eut scared with threats of jail and halter gave 

To him that fiuBter'd his poor parish wits 

Tlie letter which he brought, and swore besides 

To play their go-between as heretofore 

Nor let them know themselves betray'd ; and then, 

Soul-stricken at their kindness to him, went 

Hating his own lean heart and miserable. 



Thenceforward oft from out a despot dream 
The father panting woke, and oft, as dawn 
Aroused the black republic on his elms, 
Sweepii^ the frothfly from the fescue bnish'd 
Thro' the dim meadow toward his treasure-trove. 
Seized it, took home, and to my lady,— -who made 
A downward crescent of her minion mouth. 
Listless in all despondence, — read ; and tore. 
As if the living passion symboi'd there 
Were living nerves to feel the rent ; and burnt, 
Now chafing at his own great self defied. 
Now striking on huge stumbling-blocks of scorn 
In babyisraa, and dear diminutives 
Bcatter'd all over the vocabulary 
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Of Bocli a lore as like a chidden child, 
After much wailing, huBh'd itself at last 
Hopeless of answer : then tho' Averill wrate 
And bad him with good heart sustain himself — 
All wonld be well — the lover heeded not. 
But passionately restless came and went, 
Aud rustling once at night about the place, 
There by a keeper shot at, slightly hnrt, 
Eaging retum'd : nor was it well for her 
Kept to the garden now, and grove of pines, 
Watoh'd even there ; and one was set to watch 
The watcher, and Sir Aylmer watch'd them all. 
Yet bitterer from his readings : once indeed, 
Wami'd with his wines, or taking pride in her. 
She look'd so sweet, ha kisa'd her tenderly 
Not knowing what possees'd him : that one kiss 
Was Leolin's one strong rival upon earth ; 
Seconded, for my lady follow'd suit, 
Seem'd hope's returning rose ; and then ensued 
A Martin's summer of his faded love. 
Or ordeal by kindness ; after this 
He seldom crost his child without a sneer ; 
The mother floVd in shallower acrimonies : 
Never one kindly smile, one kindly word : 
So that the gentle creature shut from all 
Her charitable use, and face to foce 
With twenty months of silence, slowly lost 
Nor greatly cared to lose, her hold on life. 
Last, some low fever ranging round to spy 
The weakness of a people or a house. 
Like flies that haunt a wound, or deer, or men, 
Or almost al! that is, hnrting the hurt — 
Save Christ as we believe him— found the girl 
And flung her down upon a couch of fire, 
Where careless of the household faces near, 
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And ciying upon the name of Leoliu, 

She, and vitb her' the race of Ajlnier, past. 



Star to star vibrates light : may soul to soul 
Strike thro' a finer element of her awa'i 
So, — from, afar, — touch as at once! or why ; 

That night, that moment, when she named his name, 
Did the keen ehrielc 'Yes love, yes, Edith, yes,' 
Shnll, till the comrade of bis cliambers woke, 
And came upon him half-ariseo from sleep, 
With a weird bright eye, sweating and trembling. 
His hair as it were crackling into flames, 
Hia body half flung forward in pursuit. 
And his long arms stretch'd as to grasp a flyer: 
Nor knew he wherefore he had made the ciy ; 
And being much befool'd and idioted ( 

By the rough amity of the other, sank 
Aa into sleep again. The aeeond day. 
My lady's Indian kinsman rushing in, 
A breaker of the bitter news from home. 
Found a dead man, a letter edged with death 
Beside him, and the dagger which himself 
Gave Edith, reddeu'd with no bandit's blood : 
'From Edith' was engraven on the blade. 



Then Averill went and gazed upon his death. 
And when he came again, bis flock believed — 
Beholding how the years which are not Time's 
Had blasted him— that many tbonsand days , 
Were dipt by horror from his term of life. 
Yet the sad mother, for the second death 
Scarce touch'd her thro' that nearness of the first 
And being used to find her pastor teats. 
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Sent to the harroVd brother, pr&Tiiig him 
To speak before the people of her child, 
And fixt the Sabbath. Darkly that daj rose ; 
Autunm'e mock euiiafaine of the faded woods 
Waa all the life of it ; for hard on these, 
A breathless burthen of low-folded heavens 
Stifled and chill'd at once ; but every roof 
Sent out a listener : many too had known 
Edith among the hamlets round, and since 
The parents' harshness and the hapless loves 
And double death were widely murmurM, left 
Their own gray tower, or plain-faced tabernacle. 
To hear him ; all in moumiog these, and those 
With blots of it about them, ribbon, glove 
Or kerchief ; while the church, — one night, except 
For greenish glimmerings thro' the lancets, — made 
Still paler the pale head of him, who tower'd 
Above them, with his hopes in either grave. 



Long o'er his bent brows linger'd AverilL, 
His face magnetic to the hand from which 
Livid he pluck'd it forth, and labour'd thro' 
His brief prayer- prelude, gave the verse ' Behold, 
Your house is left unto you desolate ! ' 
Bot lapsed into so long a pause again 
Aa half amazed half frighted all his flock : 
Then from his height and loneliness of grief 
Bore down in flood, and dash'd his angry heart 
Against the desolations of the world. 



Never since our bad earth became one sea, 
'Which rolling o'er the palaces of the proud, 
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And all but thoee who knew the living God — 
Eight that were left to make a purer world — 
When since had flood, Are, earthquake, thunder, wrought 
Such waste and havock as the idalatriee, 640 

Which from the low light of mortality 
Shot up their shadows to the Heaven of Heavens, 
Aud worehipt their own darkness in the Highest 1 
Gash thyself, priest, and honour thy brute Baiil, 
And to thy worst self sacrifice thyself, 
For with thy worst self liast thou clothed thy Qod 
Then came a Lord in no wise like to Ba^ 
The babe shall lead the lion. Surely now 
The wildemesa shall blaasom as the rose. 
Crown thyself, womi, and worship thine own lusts ! — 650 
No coarse aud blockish God of acreage 
Stands at thy gate for thee to grovel to — 
Thy God is far diffused iu noble groves 
And princely halls, and farms, ajid flowing lawns, 
And heaps of living gold that daily grow, 
And title-scrolls and gorgeous heraldries. 
In such a shape dost thou behold thy God. 
Thou wilt not gash thy fleah for Aim; for thine 
Fares richly, in fine linen, not a hair 
Ruffled upon the scarfskiu, even while 660 

The deathless ruler of thy dying house 
Is wounded to the death that cannot die ; 
And tho' thou numberest with the followers 
Of One who cried, " Leave all and follow me." 
Thee therefore with His light about thy feet. 
Thee with Hia message ringing in thine ears, 
Thee shall thy brother man, the Lord from Heaven, 
Bom of a village girl, carpenter's son, 
Wonderfnl, Prince of peace, the Mighty God, 
' Count the more base idolater of the two ; 670 

Crueller ; as not passing thro' the fire 
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Bodies, but bouIb — thy chLldreii'&— thro' the smoke. 

The blight of low desires — darkening thine own 

To thine own likeness ; or if one of these, 

Thy better bom unhappily from thee. 

Should, ae by miracle, grow straight and fair — 

Friends, I was bid to speak of such a one 

By those who most have cause to sorrow for her — 

Fairer than Rachel by the palmy well, 

Fairer than Ruth among the fields of com, 6 

Fair aa the dugel that said "Hail !" she, seem'd, 

Who entering fill'd the house with sudden light. 

For so mine own was brighten'd : where indeed 

The roof so lowly but that beam of Heaven 

Dawn'd sometime thro' the doorway ? whose the babe 

Too ragged to be fondled on her lap, 

Warm'd at her bosom ? The (joor child of shame 

The common care whom no one cared for, leapt 

To greet her, wasting his forgotten heart. 

As with the mother he had never known, 6 

In gambols ; for her fresh and innocent eyes 

Had such a star of morning in their blue, 

That all neglected places of the field 

Broke into nature's music when they saw her. 

Low was her voice, but won mysterious way 

Thro' the eeal'd ear to which a louder one 

Was all but silence — free of alms her hand — 

The hand that robed your cottage-walls with flowers 

Has often toil'd to clothe your little ones ; 

How often placed upon the sick man's brow 7 

Cool'd it, or laid his feverous pillow smooth ! 

Had you one sorrow and she shared it notl 

One burthen and she would not lighten it!' 

One spiritual doubt she did not soothe? 

Or when some heat of difierence sparkled out, 

How sweetly would she glide between your wraths, 
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And Bt«aJ 7011 from each other I for she wslk'd 
Wearing the light yoke of that Lord of love, 
Who atiU'd the rolling wave of Galilee ! 
And one— of him I was not bid to apeak — 
Waa always with her, whom you also knew. 
Him too yoa loved, for he waa worthy love. 
And these had been together from the first i- 
They might have been together till the last. 
Friende, this frail bark of ours, when sorely tried, 
May wreck itself without the pilot's guilt, 
Without the captain's knowledge ; hope with me. 
Whose shame is that, if he went hetice with shame '1 
Nor mine the fault, if losing both of these 
I cry to vacant chairs and widoVd walls, 
"My house is left unto me desolate,"' 



While thus he spoke, hia -hearers wept ; but some. 
Sons of the glebe, with other frowns than thoae 
That knit themselveB for summer shadow, scowl'd 
At their great lord. He, when it eeem'd he saw 
No pale sheet-lightnings from afor, hut fork'd 
Of the near storm, and aiming at his head. 
Sat anger-charm'd from sorrow, soldier-like. 
Erect : but when the preacher's cadence floVd 
Softening thro' all the gentle attributes ' 

Of his lost child, the wife, who watch'd his face, 
Paled at a sudden twitch of his iron iuouth ; 
And 'O pray God that be hold up' she thought 
' Or surely I shall shame myself and him.' 



' Nor yonrs the blame — for who beside your hearths 
Can take her place— if echoing me you cry 
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" Our house is left onto ua desolate " 1 
But thou, O thou that killest, hadst thou known, 
O thou that stonest, hadat thou nnderstood 
The things belonging t« tlij peace and ours 1 
Is there no prophet but the voice that calls 
Doom upon kings, or ia the waste "Repent"! 
Is not our own child on the narrow way, 
Who down to thoae that saunter in the broad 
Cries "Come up hither," as a prophet to ns? 
Is there no stoning save with flint and rock! 
Yea, as the dead we weep for testify — 
No desolation but by sword and fire f 
Yes, aa your meanings witness, and myself 
Am lonelier, darker, earthlier for my loss. 
Give me your prayers, for he ia past your prayers, 
Not past the living fount of pity in Heaven. 
But I that thought myself long-suffering, meek. 
Exceeding "poor iu spirit" — how the words 
Have twisted back upon themselves, aud mean 
Vileness, we are grown so proud — I wish'd my voice 
A rushing tempest of the wrath of God 
To blow these sacrifices thro' the world- 
Sent like the twelve-divided concubine 
To inflame the tribes ; hut there — out yonder — earth 
Lightens from her own central Hell — there 
The red fruit of an old idolatry — 
The heads of chiefs aud princes fall so fast, 
They cling together in the ghastly sack— - 
The land all shambles — naked marriages 
Flash from the bridge, and ever-murder'd Fi*nce, 
By shores that darken with the gathering wolf. 
Runs in a river of blood to the sick sea. 
Is this a time to madden madness then? 
Was this a time for these to flaunt their pride ! 
May Pharaoh's darkness, folds as dense aa those 
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Which hid the Holiest from the people's eyea 

Ere the great death, shroud this great ain from all 1 

Doubtless OQT narrow world must canvass it : 

rather pray for those and pity them. 

Who, thro' their own desire accompliah'd, bring 

Their owu gray hairs with sorrow to the grave — 

Who broke the bond which they desired to break, 

Which else had liuk'd their race with times to come^ 

Who wove coarse webs to snare her purity, 78C 

Grossly contriving their dear daughter's good — 

Poor souls, and knew not what they did, but sat 

Ignorant, devising their own daughter's death ! 

May not that earthly chastisement suffice 1 

Have not our love and reverence left them bare 7 

Will not another take their heritage? 

Will there be children's laughter in their hall 

For ever and for ever, or one stone 

Left on another, or is it a light thing 

That I, their guest, their host, their ancient friend, 79( 

1 made by these the last of all my race, 
Must cry to these the last of theirs, as cried 
Christ ere His agony to those that swore 
Not by the temple but the gold, and made 
Their own traditions God, and slew the Lord, 
And left their memories a world's curse — "Behold, 
Your house is left unto you desohtte " ? ' 



Ended he had not, but she brook'd no nion 
Long since her heart had beat remorselessly. 
Her crampt-up sorrow pain'd her, and a sense 
Of meanness in her unresisting life. 
Then their eyes veit her ; for on entering 
He had cast the curtains of their seat aside— 
Black velvet of the costhest — she herself 
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Had seen to that : fa,iii had she closed them now. 
Yet dared not stir to do it, ouly near'd 
Her husband inch by inch, but when she laid, 
Wifelike, her hand in one of his, he veil'd 
His face with the other, and at once, aa MIb 
A creeper -when the prop is broken, fell 
The woman shrieking at hia feet, and swoon'd. 
Then her own people bore along the nave 
Her pendent hands, and narrow meagre face 
Seam'd with the shallow cares of fifty years : 
And her the Lord of all the landscape round 
Ev'n to its last horizon, and of all 
Who peer'd at him so keenly, follow'd out 
TaU and erect, but in the middle aisle 
Beel'd, as a footsore ox in crowded ways 
Stumbling across the market to hia death, 
Unpitied ; for he groped as blind, and aeem'd 
Always about to fall, grasping the pews 
And ,oaken finials till he touch'd the door ; 
Yet to the lycligate, where his chariot stood. 
Strode from the porch, tall and erect again. 



9 did either pass the gate 
Save under pall with bearers. In one montb, 
Thro' weary and yet ever wearier hours. 
The childless mother went to seek her child ; 
And when he felt the silsuce of his houae 
About him, and the change and not the change, 
And those fixt eyes of painted ancestors 
Staring for ever from their gilded walls 
On him their last descendant, his own head 
Began to droop, to fall ; the man became 
Imbecile ; his one word was ' desolate ; ' 
Dead for two years before his death was he ; 
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But when the second Ohriatmas canie, escaped 

His keepers, and the silence which he felt, 

To find a deeper in the narrow gloom 

Bjr wife and child ; nor wanted at his 'end 

The dark retinue reverencing death 

At golden thresholds ; nor from tender hearts, 

And those who eorrow'd o'er a vanish'd race, 

Pity, the violet on the tyrant's grave. 

Then the great Hall was wholly broken down, 

And the broad woodland parcell'd into farms ; 

And where the two contrived their daughter's good 

Ldea the hawk's cast, the mole has made hia run, 

The hedgehog underneath the plantain bores, 

The rabbit fondles hia own hannless face. 

The slow-worm creeps, and the thin weasel there 

Follows the mouse, and all is open field. 
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1. Dart are our &am»8 etc. The moral of the poem hs given 
in the opening lines: Man is but a. creature of tlie dust; his 
pride of wealth or ancestry is miserably vain and transient, — a 
fair outside, which ehrin^B into oothingiieBa when brought into 
contact with the stern realitiea and mighty events of human lite. 
Cf. Bible. Qenegis, ii. 7 : " And the Lord God formed man of the 
dnst of the ground " ; and tA. iii. 10 : " Dust thou art, and unto 
dust shalt thou return." Note that "gilded dnat" and " pride" 
are in apposition to each other. 

3. LUte that long-buried body etc. An experience of thia kind 
followed the opening of an Etruscan tomb at the ancient city of 
Tarquinii, near Cometo, in Italy. The discovery was made W 
Carlo Avvolta, a native of Corneto. While diggine into a burial- 
mound for stones to mend a road, Signor Avvolta broke into the 
tomb of an Etruscan Luoumo or prince. "I beheld," he saya, "a 
warrior stretched on a couch of rock, and in a few minutes I saw 
him vanish, as it were, under my eyes, for as the atmosphere en- 
tered the sepulchre, the armour, thoroughly oxidised, crumbled 
away into most minute particles ; so that in a short time scarcely 
a vestige of what I had seen was left on the couch." The golden 
crown worn by the dead prince was so fragile that all out a 
smalt portion of it crumbled into dust on its way to Bomc. 

6. Sllpt, glided, crumbled unawares. The word well expresses 
the suddenness and unexpectedness of the phenomenon. 

8. grisded, gray-haired. From French gris, gray. 

10. a mine of memories, full of information about old events. 
Memories ^Ihinga remembered. 

12. And bwn tiimself etc The old man had himself been pre- 
eent at the events he relates. Cf. Vergil, ^netd, ll. 6 : QaoruTa 
pars muffna Jvi, of wliich I (jUneaa) was a great part ; and 



D;,-..M>,Google 



Ulymtg, 18 ;" I am a part of all that I have met." Similarly 
Byron {ChOde Harold, ui. 72) writes : 

"_ I live Dot in myself, but I became 
. Portion of that around me." 

13. Sir Aylmer Aylmu'. Notice'tbe reduplicated Norman name, 
the Christian or petaonal name being the same aa the family name. 
almlglity, an epithet ordinarily confined to the Deity. It leads 
np to the appellation {" God ") in the neit line. 

14. The aonn^ Ood, looked up to and almost worshipped by 
everyone in the county as the supreme authority. 

15. sbitlds, on which were blazoned tbe arms of his ancestors. 
These shields were hung, in tbe picture, from the branches of the 
tree, tin fiunlly tree e^. The genealogical tree of his family was 
depicted as growing out of the chest of its royal founder, repre- 
sented as lying on his back. The midriff or diaphragm is the 
mnsde that separates the chest from the abdomen. 

17. vyreiii, a kind of two-legged dragon common in heraldry. 
The word is a doublet of viper. bIftllllK, because it was gilded, 
and flashed in the simlight. weathercock'd tlie spire. The figure 
of a wyvem formed the vane or weathercock on the spire of the 
castle tower. Weathercoclc (i.e. wind-cock) has come to be 
synonymous with vane, because the vane was often in the form 
of a cock. 

18. Stood Item, was depicted in relief upon, wlng'd, sur- 
mounted with its winged form. 

19. swang. archaic for neang. The wyvem, as a prominent 
part of the Aylmer arms, was frequently used aa a sign by the inns 
in the county, windy, because inn signa are often suspended 
by iron hooks from horizontal bars affixed to lofty posts in the 
open road in front of the inns, and so are exposed to the wind. 
Ct. Locksleg Hall Sixty rears Afier, S47 ; 

" There is one old Hostel left us where they swing the 
Lockeley shield." 

20. VliOM, I.e. Sir Aylmer's. pyramidal, rising to a point, 
like a pyramid. The long, narrow head points to the intellectual 

21. Saw ttara etc., r.e. all the laud within sight round his hall 
was his own property. 

22. The subject of tbe sentence, "Sir Aylmer Aylmer," is re- 
peated in the " he " of this line. 

24. Tegretfally. His love for her was mingled with regret tliat 
she had not been a boy instead of a girL 

25. be that lOftrrles etc. , the man that marries Edith shall take 
the name of Aylmer, so that the Aylmer name may not become 
extinct. 

D,™),prii>,Google 



30 AYLMER-S FIELD. 

26. flftt, decree. lat. fial, 'letit bedone,'3rdpergonBiiigu)ar, 
prewut sabjunclive, oi fio. Similarly formed snbstontives are 
txit (' he goes out '), dyicU ('ibis wanting'), intereat (' it is pro- 
fitable '). 

27. a fEUl»d 1>«antr of tbe Batbi. She hod formerly been a 
belle at the fashionable watering-places, such as Cheltenham or 
Tnnbridge Wella, but bad now lost her good loohs. 

28. Insipid etc., as shallow and cbftracterlees aa the figure of 
the queen on a playing-card. 

26, 30. Ser all ... sun, the sum total of her intelliKence and 
behaviour being little better than a feeble reflection of her hus- 
band. BicMy, faint, Bhining through a veil of mist or cloud. Cf. 
Campbell, The La»t Man,li\. : " The Sun's eye had a aickly glare. " 

31. A land of hops. Hops are grown in the south of England, 
especially in Kent and Subbbi. poppy-mingled. The poppy, a 
weed with a bright red flower, often grows wild in English wheat- 
fields. The scene of the story is placed in southern rural Eng- 
land, the dullest and quietest part of the country. 

33. Bleepy, sluggish, stationary, behind the times. See 1. 45. 

35. Wliere almost etc. The villagers had so-little intercourse 
with the outside world that they mostly intermarried with one 
another, and so they nearly all had the same name. 

36-3S. Wliere Aylnier.,.TliTloe over. Three generations of con- 
temporary Aylmers and Averills had follffwed one another at the 
Hall and the Rectory retpectiTcly. 

39. Bound in etc. , united together by a friendship of very long 
standing. See 1. 136. 

40. open to eaab otlier. The inmates of Rectory and Hall 
interchanged visits freely. 

41. That Love ... closer, that there could be any intermarriage 
between the two families, well bod mMie, would certainly have 

42. Iwlstle np, an effect commonly attributed to fear or horror. 
Cf. Shaks. Samlet, I. v. 18-20, where the Ghost says he could un- 
fold a tale which would make 

" Thy knotted and combined locks to part 
And each particular hair to stand an end, 
Like quills upon the fretfnl porpeatine. " 
And Bible, Job iv. 15 : " Then a spirit passed before my face ; 
the hair of my flesh stood up." 

44, 45. Bout or msn SanshteTS of Ood. Cf. Bible, Oenau, 
vL 2 : "The sons of Ood saw the daughters of men that. they 
were fair : and they took them wives <n all which thOT chose. " 
In tjio " inverted scripture," the term " sons of men (instead 
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of "boiui of God ") points to the males of the AveriU family ; 
while in " daughters of God " (instead of " danghters of men ") 
the femaleB of the Aylmer houae are alluded to. 

46-48. Probably AverOl, if he had wished, might, like Sir 
Aylmer, have placed on the walls of bia bnmbler abode his 
genealogical tree with nomeroDs coats of anna suapeuded from it. 
See 1. 15. 

47. nnge of TootB. !□ allosion to the rambling and irregularly 
built rectories ot former days, with gablea of variooa heights. 

60-52. Wlien the red ... to death, i. e. in the times of the Wars of 
the Roses between the houses of York ajid Lancaster, redder 
than Itaelf, redder (with blood] than it was by nature. Cf. 
1, 455; "that rival roae." With wonnded peace etc., with the 
civil discord and bloody warfare of which each bad been the 
cause. Cf. Shaks. Henry V. v. ii. 34 ; " Naked, poor, and 
mangled peace." 

53. 'Mot prVTOn,' i.e. Averill's verdict on the question of 
whether there bad been a marriage between the two families, 
was that the case was not proved. Scotch law allows the verdict 
Not proven,' when the legal (as opposed to the moral) evidence 
B not sufGdent for a conviction, in addition to the 'Guilty' and 
Not guilty ' ot English taw. The past participial form proven 
lluatratea the tendency of Northern Britain to turn weak verbs 
into strong onca ; cf. Scotch pvtUn (for pvt), li/'ltn (for ti/kd), 
tweaien (for mnealed). 

66. He Isan'd etc. , he desired to be esteemed for his own merits 
and not for his lineage. 

69. CaU'd to the Tmr. To qualify for a call to the bar (i.e. for 
becoming a barrister), a law-student has to keep 12 tcrma at one 
of the TnnH of Court. See 1. 105 and note. For the repetition of 
oaU'd in this line, sec note to 1. 487. 

60. ons low voice, t.e. the soft voice of Edith. Cf. Majtd, 
Part II. iv. 5 r " The delight of low replies " (said of lovers' talk). 

62. A distant Unship etc. Lcolin, unlike Averil!, would often 
claim a diatAut blood-relationsbip with Edith, whose gentle 
heart beat faster with loving emotion as she listened to what he 

64. Sanguine, of a ruddy completion, fresh-coloured. Shak- 
apere (1 Henry VI, iv. i. 92) applies the epithet ba the leaves of 
a rose. Mt, only, just. 

65. Islet, the bright-red centre of the blossom of the chestnut 
tree. CliBStnnt is short for cheater-ma, ckeaten representing the 
Lat. Castanea, from Caatana, a city in Pontus where chestnut 
trees abounded. Damwn (Damaacua) and peach (Persicus) have 
a similar derivation. 
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66. iUll, ever, oontinually. 

67. Joyfnl ...Joyfta See note to 1. 487. 

68. BBueatli etc., from anderncath a Soving mass of golden 
hair as thick as a Unn's mane. Cf. The Princess, YI. 148 : 

" LioncBB, 
That with your long locks play the Lion's mane 1 " 

69. TbfllT IWHt and tirlt^teat, i.e. his eyes sparkled most tenderly 
and brightly of all when they looked into her eyes. Li ' beam'd 
their bmt (beaming) ' there is an ellipao of the cognate object, as 
in ' he tried his hardest (trying),' ' he breathed bis last (breath).' 
Cf. 1. 227. 

70. Edith, in apposition with ker m hers { = ' the ctbb of her '). 
peiisiTe beanty etc. Her face would have been perfectly beauti- 
fnl hut for its somewhat ead erpression. 

71. sntdect to etc., readily influenced by circumstances or 
feelings; cf. 11. 75-77. 

72. Shone Uks ft mystic star etc Her beanty was more 
striking at one time than at another, [Uke the variable star of 
Astronomy with its maxima and minima of brightness. H. T.] 
The term ' glory, ' for brightness, is adopted from Bible, 1 Cor. 
XV. 41; "One star differeth from another star in glory," 

74. banuteonsly made, [healthfully and beautifully made. 
H. T.] Cf. 1. 107. 

75. so flnely. Her frame or constitution was so delicate and 
sensitive. 

77. A Joyoni etc., a joyful influence seemed to make her form 
e:tpand, as a flower opens whan turned to the sunlight. So, 
under the influence of love and faith, Laodamia's "bosom heaves 
and spreads, her statnre grows " (Wordsworth, Laodamia, 11). 

80. So much the Imy foreran, Leolin was so much (viz. five 
years) older than Edith, date, age. 

82. decad, an aggregate consisting of ten ; here, ten years. It 
is usually spelt decade ; but Tennyson prefers the spelling detad, 
as placing the accent on the flrst syllable ; cf, Milton's brigad for 
the modern brigade [Par. Lost, II. 532). Decad and hoi/aTe to be 
parsed as odverbial objectives of Amount or Degree. 

85, 86. with her dipt ...prone swing, the swift downward 
(" prone ") motion of the swing made the air rush against their 
faces. Note the rhythm of 1. 86, with its unusual number of un- 
accented syllables expresaing rapid motion ; see General Intro- 
duction, p. lix, (|3). Scan : 

" Against I the rilsh | of the air | in the | prdne swing." 

87. 'blosBOm.ball, flowers with their interlaced stalks, all 
gathered to the centre and the blossoms outside, so as to form a 



D,™),Pril>,GOOglC 



NOTEa 33 

ball of bloaBom. dalBy-cIutlii, daisies with their Btalks fastened 
U^ther by being inserted into one another through holes made 
in each stalk, so as to make a chain or festoon. 

SS. sow'd lier name etc. He planted seeds (of cress, etc.) 
ID lines and circles representing the letters of her name, ao that, 
when they grew up, the word &ii(A appeared in green characters. 
90. lUiy fOoUnsB, circles of rank grosB, once supposed to 
be produced by the dancing oi fairies on the spot, but now 
known to be the result of the circular propagation of a fungus 
below the surface, the decay of which manures the soil and 
BO makes the grass grow thicker. Cf. Shaks. Tempe»i, v. i. 
36-38:— 

" You demi-puppeta that 
By moonshine do the green sour ringlet* make, 
Whereof the ewe not Bites." 
Merry Wives of Windsor, v. v. 69, 70 : 

" And nightly, meadow- fairies, look you sing, 
Like to the Garter's compass, in a ring. " 
And Midaummer Sight's Dream, n, L SS: 

" To dance our ringlets to the whistling wind." 
Also Drayton's Nymphidia, 69-72 : 

" And in their courses make that Round, 
In Meadowes and in Marshes found. 
Of them 80 call'd the Fayrie ground." 
91,92. talrr PBliiu... fairy plnsi. The cowslip, with its bare, 
straight stalk and cluster of drooping fiowers at the top, looks, 
in the children's fancy, like a miniature palm-tree ; the mare's- 
tail, with its erect stem and whorls or horizontal outgrowth of 
leaves at short inten'als, looks like a miniature pine-tree. The 
common Mare's-tail {ffippuna Vvlgajis) is plentiful not only in 
Great Britain but throughout Europe and North America. For 
/airy, cl, TheBrook,^: " Many a fiury foreland. " 

93. the tiny pitted taiffet etc. Some flowers, like the dande- 
lion, when run to seed, bear a fanciful resemblance to little 
targeU stuck foil of minute, feathered arrows. Cf. Tlie Poet.l^: 
"The arrow-seeds of the field flower." English children are 
fond of blowing off these feathery seeds, the nambsr of whiffs 
that it takes to disengage them all being supposed to represent 
what o'clock it is at the time. PitUd, full of little hollows 
(where the seeds are inserted). 

95. moke-bellerei. The children "pretended," in their play, 
that the cowslips were fairy palms, etc. 

96. foigMI, made np, invented ; used in a good sense here. 
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97- Bat t&at tm later, i.e. be mode ap and told her these 
tales when he hcid grown somewhat older. 

100. Crown'd, rewarded with Bncceaa. BifltCJiefl, descriptions. 

101. a p&BSloil yet aubom, a feeling of love as yet un- 
developed. 

102. tha mnBtc of tlie moon, the song which the cightin^e 
sings to the moon or by moon-light. Cf. Sonthey, Soderick, 

"And now the nightingale ... poured 
To the cold. Diooo B richer, atrougcr strain 
Than tlint with which the lyric lark salutes 
The new-bom day. " 
This song is rapresentsd aa dormant in the egg till the Jiotuig 
bird is hatched, and becomes able to sing it. plain. The 
greenish-brown eggs oC tbe nightingale give no outward sign of 
the harmony that lurks withm them ; sjid similaily Leolin's 
" rude sketches " gave no hint of theii hidden passion. 

105. Tsmple-eateu terms, terms spent in studying law at the 
Temple. Three dinners at least have or had to be eaten 
in Hall each term by the Temple law-studentB. Hence the 
phrase ' to eat one's terms,' i.e. to ba a law-student. The Inner 
and the Middle Temple are two of the four Inns of Court in 
London conferring the degree of Barrister-at-law. 

107. lu lavlBli bounty monlded, liberally endowed with beauty 
of form. Cf. "bounteously made," 1. 74. 

lOS. tha maidftu womui-growii, when the maiden had grown 
into a womsJi ; — an absolute clause. 

109. wasted, spent freely ; cf. 1. 689. WiuU has little or no 
reproachful meanmg here ; cf, Milton, Sonriei, xx. 4 : 

" When shall we sometimes meet, and by the fire 
Help waste a sullen day ? " 
And Par. Lost. n. 694-5 : 



To waste eternal days in woe and pain." 
And Sir Lanedot and Qaeen Guinevere, 1. 44 : 
"To waste his whole heart in one kiss 
Upon her perfect lips." 
Leolin used frequently to come and stay with his brother. First, 
he spent the Easter vacation with bim ; neit he came for the 
Midsummer, and finally for the Christmas vacation. 

110. Tlie tented wlnttr-fleld etc. A hop-garden in winter 
time, with the hop-poles stacked leaning against one another 
in separate, tent-shaped groups all over the ground, is 
compared to a field covered with the tents of on encamp- 
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ing army ; the sam 
set up to support tb 
array with apears erec^. 

112. That BOOH Blonld wear the garlaaa, that were soon, in 
autumn, to be wreathed with clusters ot hop-flowers. 

113. Wh«n burr ojxi blue etc., when the hop-cones were 

Ethered, and the stems removed from the poles, Barr is used 
re for the rough, scaly cone produced by the hop plant ; bine 
for the long twining stem, much like that of the vine. Cf. 
woodHne. 

lift phOBphoreaoence, luminosity as seen in sea water, and 
caused hy the presence of vast numbers of light-giving luiimal- 
cules. The duA monotony (like stagnant water) of life at the 
Hall was broken in upon by the youthful spirits (like a rushing 
tide) ot Leolin, with a sparkling gaiety (like phosphorescence on 
the sea when ita surface is broken by waves) which was de- 
lightful even to the "insipid" Lady Aylmer. For a similar 
metaphor, cf. 1. 633. 

117, 118. yet, as yet, up till now. Iftld Mo bat between them, 
placed no prohibition upon their intercourse. 

119, 120. hendlitg ... world, relaxing his dignified attitude so 
tar as to treat mankind at large with a moderate amount of com- 
plaisanco and approval, balf-allowlng, half- approving. This 
<Ul<mi is from Likt. aUatidare, ' to applaud,' and differs from 
allow, 'to permit',' from Lat. allocare, 'to assign.' Cf. Shaks. 
Troilua ava Cressida, ni. ii. 97 : " Praise us as we are tasted, 
allow UB OS we prove. " 

121. mlgh^, mightily, very ; said with some irony ond perhaps 
with a play upon flie other sense of the word. 

121. bli pride etc., his pride was too deeply rooted in his 
character for him to make a display of it outwardly in bis 
demeanour. 

123, like an Aylmer In his Aylmerlsm, showing all the super- 
cilious nonchalance or indifference that charactensed the Aylmr- 



the dignity of the Franceschini family ; and Cicero's {Fam. III. 
vii. 5) jocose formationB, Appietaji atU Lenlvliiai, the nobility 
or grandeur of Appiua or Lentulns. 

125. Hewfonndland's, Newfoundland dog's (walking with her). 

126. for be rose etc The dog rose on his hind legs at the end 
of his chain, barking in his eagerness to accompany uiem in their 

12S-132. how Bbonld Lore ... Haster of alL People oft«n fall 
in love with each other at their first casaal meeting, when their 
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mutual sUncet Buddenlv kindle the flame of love; but it ia 
seldom tfiat thow who have been on familiar terms with each 
otber from early youth (" dawn ") become lo^'ers. When, bow- 

, that ■- "--'- ' - - - - ■ ■ ■ 

I. tlie 
HI. ii 67, ( 

" It (Love) is engendered in the eyes, 
With gazing fed." 
And Ogrnhtlint, v. v. 394-5: "She, like harmlesa lightaing, 
throws her eye on him." H. Coleridge also singe of " the love- 
light in her (hia mistress's) eye, " For master of Si, cf. the refrain 
of Albert Orame's Bong in Scott's Xoy of ihe Latl Minetrtl; 
" Love shall still be lord of oU." 

134-135. a bar Between them, onconsciouB of tuiy obstacle to 
their union ; not "knowing their differences " (1- 274). 

135. plight or broken Ting. They had not plighted their 
troth to each other (i.e. they were not enga^d to be married), 
nor bad they each taken half of a broken cmg, as lovera some- 
times do in token of their betrothal. 

136. an immemorial intimacy, see 1. 39 and note. 

13S. tliat hnng ate, that kept watch over her peace and com- 
fort, as a mother bird broods over her young ones. Cf. Christ's 
words of yeamiiu over Jerosalem : " How often would I have 
gathered thy chiklren together, even as a hen gathereth her 
chickens tmder her wings ! " (Bible, Matt/ieie, xiiii. 37) 

140. otber, i.e. other than a brother's love, viz. that of a lover. 

1^ OaUier'l Oie blossom elc, indulged their love for each 
other, of which the su|)Eily was inexhaustible. For the meta- 
phorical Uoeiom, cf. Tne PrincMt, Proloffue, 163 (of College 
undergraduates) : 

" (They) caught the blossom of the flying terms." 
For Tl» msKlc cup, cf. Byron, ChUdt Harold, m. 8: "Life's 
enchanted cap" (t.e. the pleasures of life). 

144. half reveal'l bar to hanalf, gave her a bint of what her 
real feelings were towards Leolin. For the "whisper," see IL 
187, 1S8. 

145. ber lodcei, the lodges or gate-keepers' houses at the 
difiereut gates of her father^ grounds. 

146. a Bllmeo. The brook ran smoothly in plooea, and so 
made no sound. 

147. tallowy, with sallows or willows on its bonks. Sailoto is 
from the root sar, to flow, because it grows near water. 
See note to L 539. Willows are called "saUies" in Here- 
forfshire. 
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149. dlmpUue died into eub oUwr. The knolla were full 
of sloping hollows, where they met and were lost in one another. 

150. a neit In bloom, emboaomed in flowen, aa a neet ia in 
foliage. Cf. Cowper, Tatic, I. 225-7 : 

" So thick heset 
With foliage of snch dark redundant growth, 
I call'd the low-roof'd lodge the ptaaanl'a neit." 
And Elnoeh Ardea, 1. 60, who 

" made a home 
For Annie, neat and neert-like." 
1G2. cntiuneT-Uancb'd etc. The walla of the cottage were 
cohered in summer with the white blosaoms of the traveller'a- 

{'oy ICleTnatis VilcUba], and in autumn covered pnrtly with its 
Ntthery Beed-Teasels and partly with ivy. These feathery seed- 
Teasels have a resemblance to grey hair, hence the plant is some- 
times called Old Man's Beard (" parcel-bearded"). It is'called 
Traveller's- Joy because in wint«r it is one of the most conspicuous 
and ornamental of wayside plants. Cf. The Ootden Year, L 63 : 
" Like an oaken stock in winter woods 
O'er Soarished with the hoary clematis" 
For parc«l in composition, compare Shakspere, 2 Henry IV. ii. 
L 94, " a parcel-gilt goblet," 

155. The warm-ttlna brMrtUogs etc., the blue smoke of a fire- 
place inside the cottage came out of a chimney that was covered 
with vine and honeysuckle. Cf. Princess, vii, 201 : 
" Azure pillars of tbe hearth 
Arise to thee." 
1ST. uiotlier wore etc. , another was covered with the clinging 
jasmine climber {Jruminam OJicintiie) thick-set with its white, 
star-shafwd blossoms. Cf. Cowper, Taslc, vi. 176 (of the jasmine] : 
" The bright prof uaion other scatter'd stars." 

159. glUyflowen, the Clove Oillyfiawer,Z>ta7ifAtMCam>;'Ayf;u«, ' 
a brilliant pink flower. It is a corruption of the Old French 
grroJUe, the Low Lut. caryophyllma, meaning 'nat-leaf' or 
nut-leaved clove. 

160. a mlll^-way on earth, i.e. the garden ^th of the cottage 
was so thickly plsjited with lilies on either side, that it looked 
like an earthly miUai-way — a broad white zone in the sky con- 
sisting of innumerable fixed stars. Cf. Wordsworth, TAe 

" Contlnuoos as the stars that shine 
And twinkle oi ' 
They stretched ir 

161. Lika tWoub etc. The " Northern dreamer " is & 
borg, who was bom at Stockholm in 1688. He claimed t> 
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vtaiODB and revelations of the Bpiritual world, where, he declared, 
there are citiea, books, merchiuidiBe, natural objects, etc, as on 
earth, but in an infinitely mote perfect state than they are in 
this world. 

163. toUMnuLrUn-liaimledeavfli. The hollyhocks grew so tall 
and thick that they reached almoet np to the eaves of the cotta^ 
roof, where the martins (a kind of swallow) had built their 
nests. Cf. Shake. Macbeth, i. yi. 5-7 : 

" The temple-baunting martlet does approve, 
!^ his loved mansionry, that the heaven's breath 
Smells wooingly here. " 
Basel (Old EDg. efeae) ie a, trae singular. 

164. A sninmer burial etc., was in summer lime deeply buried 
in hollyhocks. The hollyhock {Altluea rosea) is a showy, pink, 
or white, flower. 

. 165. Bacb. Its own cbaim. Had is, of course, to be repeated 
after ea^h ; as also after (hia and one above, 11. ISO, 163. 

167. Of ber poor, by the poor people that she visited. For this 
old use of of, cf. Abbott's Shaken. Grammar, % 170, and Bible, 
1 Chronkka, s. 3 : " He (Saul) was wounded of the archers." 

168. For slie. The subject she is separated from its verb mu 
adored by a parentheais of eleven lines. Such a sentence would 
be intolerable in ordiuary prose ; here it is borne along by the 
sustaining power of Rhythm (see Earle's PhUoloiry, % 657). lowly- 
lOTOly, ' meekly beautiful ' ; a good example of Tennyson's fond- 
ness for alliterative compounds ; cf. his ffloomy-gladed, miltioji- 
myrUed, tiny-lrampeting, and see General Introduction, p. xx. 

169. Qneenly responslTe etc., coarteously acknowledging the 
salutes of the farm labourers when they lifted themselves from 
their work and touched their caps to ber. 

171. Bowln; Iiedeerow texts, distributing t«xts or verses of 
Scripture to the villagers either in the form of religious tracts or 
by way of exhortation. 

172. from ft helglit, with an air of superiority ; in a patronising 
fashion. 

175. lU . 

lecltom of the Araoian Nighte, I. 76 : 

" Flattering the golden prima 
Of good Haroun Alraschid." 
And Shake, Sonnela, xxxilL : 

' ' Full many a glorious morning have I seen 
Flatter the mountain tops with sovereign eye." 
rooft, cottages. 
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176. Bevered U UwItb, treated hy her with respect as being 

177. Infancy, for in/anl, as, in the next line, palsy ia 
(or paralysed) peraon; abatract for concrete. Cf. Demeler 
Persephone, 89; "afai-off friendahip" (for/rienrf). 

178. Iradridden, cocfined to hia bed ; 0. E. bedrida, a bed- 
rider, a sarcastic term for a disabled man [Skeat). 

180. HaTlneths warmth etc., hia hand-shake was marked by a 
cordiality and vigoiur that showed jta Binoority. 

181. A chlld^ wa7, a kind and sympathetic way of behaving 
towards children. 

182. proTWi, tested, genuine. See note to 1. 53 above, tnio 
ia an adverb modifying ringing. 

1S3. V«re no false pasEport etc., were valid means of win- 
ning the ready loyalty of the cottagers, among whom once etc. 

165. the warmth, i.e. of the fire on the hearth. 

IS6. Dve-beailed, with their five toes, which, when seen from 
underneath, look like a row of beads. 

188. 'em, a provincialism, is an elided form not of Ihem, but 
of the old hem, accusative plural of Ae. marriages are made tn 
IieaTeil, marriages are arranged and ordered by God— implying 
that Leolin and Edith were meant by Divine Providence to marry 
each other; The phrase is a common proverb. 

189. A llasti etc., a slight outburst of jealousy on Leolin'spart 
made it clear to her that she loved him. 

101. BwarUiy f&csB, his Indian servants. 

193. Sesr'd by Uie close ecliptic, tanned hy the tropical sun. 
The ecliptic is the apparent path of the sun round the earth. 
For fiOr followed by Fairer, see note to 1. 487. 

194. ruled the hour, took the lead in conversation. 

196. a deedful day, a day of great events or exploits in his 
military career. 

197- Six Aylmer etc., Sir Aylmer became so interested that he 
sometimes left oS his usual habit of smiling patronisingly and 
saying ' Good ! etc. ' 

199. with her Bngers etc. She sat with her hands clasped over 
her knees {covered with her silk dress) and twirled her thumbs — 
an attitude and gesture indicative of listless indolence. Cf. 
Cowper, Conversalion, 115 {of the victim of the "noisy man") : 
" I twirl my thumbs, fall back into my chair." 

201. all bar vital spizita, the whole of the little animation that 
she possessed ; all her scanty powers of attention. In the use of 
the expression " vital spirita there seems to be ao allusion to 
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the old notioQ of tba axiatence in all living beings of tpiritat 
viltUa, vital spirits, in regard to which Bacon says that " the 
affectiuns (no doubt} do niftke the ipirita more powerful and 
active : aod ea^peciaUy those affectiona which draw the spirits 
into the eyea ; which are two : love and envy " (Works, n. 663). 

S03. ILowBrase, flower-patterns. Cf. a njitiiliLr abstract forma- 
tion, aertage, 1. 651. 

201, In wbioh, i.e. dreat in which. 

205. Tlw DMtMr of & ipleudld Mason, for a brief period the 
belle of a grand season (i.e. those months of the year when 
Society meeto) in London or at the Baths (see 1. 27). 

206. ah BO louff ago. The ah represents the sigh that aocom- 
panies the lady's reminiscence of her long-past triumphs. 

207. mlnnet, a slow, gracefal dance, bo called from the pou 
meaut or 'short steps' in it. Fr. menuet, dim. of menu, araM, 
lAt. mmvtvs. 

208. But Edith's etc. Edith was full of interest in his stories 
and eagerly followed him, in her imagination, through hi» dux- 
geroua adventures. 

209. puMB, conjunctures, crises. Note the quich movement 
of the riiythm, appropriate to the sense of the line : 

snitch'd thro' | the p£ri|lons p^|es of | his life. 
212. mtis-ltuitiiis, ha waa looking oat for a wife. Cf. fortunt- 
hioUer, one who is in search of a rich wife. 



2IS, 219. Sa flow'd ... taetod, his wish to marry her was atone 
time strong, at another time weak, and so he left her intending 
to return after he had made trial of other ladies. These tines 
suggest an explanation of his departure after having made E^tth 
BO many prBsents. For Jtoie'd and ebb'd, cf. Shaks. TroUvt and 
Oratida, n. iii. 139, where Agamenmon speaks of Achillea's 
changeable fits as "his ebbs, his flows." 

222. Tine as lee-fenu etc. The delicate G;old inlav of the 
sheath (seen in the well-known Guzeratt work) resembled the 
fern-like configuration on wiodow-panea in winter, which is 
caused bj the atmosphere of the room becoming frozen on the 
glass. Cf. TlK Hay QiMen, II. 13 : ^' The frost is on the pane." 

223. I knov not etc., I do not know where the work came 
from or^inaUy, nor to what nationality its artificers belonged. 

227. IiaTlng fought tlWlT laat, on Instance of the ellipse dl the 



D,™),Pril>,GOOglC 



1 note to 1. 69, and cf. Goldsmith, 

" When (he poor exilea, every pleasure poet. 
Hong round the bowers, and fondly looked their lait." 
n the absolute case. 
229. DMtUsK, overhoDging. Cf. SbakB. Hamkt, i. It. 71 : 
" The dreadful Buiomit of the cliff 
That beetles o'er his base into the tea,." 
Skeat says the word is apparently coined by Shakspere, the idea 
being adopted from the M. E. biteHnvatd, beetle-browed, having 

e-ojectinfi brows. The word, however, ie perhaps derived, cot 
om betue, the insect, but from beeiU, a miJlet, in allnsioa to its 
projecting head. 

232. For pleuvr* followed by piMU, see note to L 4S7. 

233. wstly, wealthy, munificent. Similarly Shakspere {Mtr- 
ehant of Venice, n. ix. 91} has " costly summer." 

236. miXthy, richly wrought, splendid. 
238. SUybt, oarelesa, offhand. 

240. 'A gnolotu gift etc.', said ironically ;—' This sharp 
weapon is a pleasing and appropriate gift for a lady I ' 

244. 'He!, ' Do you give it me T', said by Leolin as she offers 
liim the dagger. 
246. nngTWdoitiiieBi ItMlf, entirely made up of discourtesy. 
'Why then I love It'. Edith's not caring for the dagger 
■ '■ ■ "e fndf ' ■ 



shows that she does not care for the donor, the Indiaii k 
Leolin is so relieved in his mind at this, that his dislike of the 
dagger is changed into love for it. 

260. neltlier loved nor liked. The double eipresaion is em- 
phatic : ' he did not like it at bH '. Lovtd re-echoes the lovt of 
the preceding line ; see note to 1. 487. 

2S1. BlasB and nds, the colours of the rival political parties, 
Whigs and Tories, in the borough or county. The neigbbonr 
says that he thinks the " blues " (probably the Tory party) were 
sure to win the election of their candidate for Parliament. 

254. a twttom, a dale or hollow ; cp. Sbaks. Ai Ton l.ikt it, 
IT. iii. 79: "Down in the neighbour bottom." the bmili, the 
fox's tail, tlie prize of the fox-hunter who is first "in at the 
death," «.«. who first reaches the place where the fox is caught 
1^ the hounds. 

26S. My PeMr, my son Peter. 

256. podc-plttell feUov, some poacher, whose face was scarred 
b^ the pits or little hollows left by small-pox. For the allitera- 
tive compound, cf. General Introdnction, n. (2), («), (S). 
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257- niMi made etc, then he clapped hia httudB and nibbed 
them t(^ethcr in hia glee. 
260. TIM lilrdB wen waim, the game that he had poached 

wad fouad fresh-killed in bis posaeaaion. Cf. Shaks. Royneo 
and Juliet, v. ilL 175 : " Here lies ... Juliet bleeding, nana, and 
newly dead." 

263. TblB 1)lacItsinlUi border-martlAge, a Gretna Oreen mar- 
riage, Gretna in a Scotch village close to the border between 
England and Scotknd, and waa famona aa the place where for 
many years runaway marriagea were contracted ; since, accord- 
ing to Scotch law, parties could be married by making a mutual 
declaration before witnesaeB of their willingneas to marry, with- 
out license, banna, or priest. John Paisley, known as "the 
hlackamith," who officiated at these marriages, lived on a common 
or green between Gretna and Springfield. An Act of Parliament, 
posaed in 185S, made these marriages illegal 

264. Raw from the uunery, i.e. quite a yoong girl, who seemed 
to have only just left the narse's care. 

265. That cnrsed France etc. , i. e. this marriage is one of the 
resulta of the French Revolution, and ita doctrine that all are 
equal in social standing. The time of the poem ia anppoaed to 
be 1703, when the French Revolution of 1789 was at its height 
{aee 11. 464, 760-768). BsaUties is the anglicised plural of the 
French word fgaiiiS, eqnahty. The motto of the French Re- 
public was "Liberty, Equality, Fraternity," and by his "Rights 
of Man," Lafayette demanded the actual equality of every indi- 
vidual. In July, 1790, the National Assembly carried by accla- 
mation a decree abolishing all titles of nobility in "a land 
of natural freedom and equality." Qf. Beajiii/ui City, 2 : 
"0 you with yoiur passionate ahriek for the rigbta <rf an equal 
hnmanity." 

287. With aeaxing chair etc., (he aaid this) bringing his chair 
nearer to Sir Aylmer, and speaking in low, conSdentiu tones. 
i. tolk'd, gossiped about the matter, which drew their 



271. a notion, an idea of marrying Edith. 

272. entuiSied. inveigled into promiaing to marry Leolin. 

273. EtUTeuing, assuming a haughty demeanour. 

274. Ul«il dlfferenOM, i.e. In rank and station. See note to 11. 
234,233. 

278. tor im tier etc. Edith was the first to experience the 
violent anger of Sir Aylmer and his wife at their discovery 
(implied in the term " watch 'd " of the previous line). 

280. the Jephtha's <Ianghter, the picture of Jcphtha's daughter. 
She was the first to meet her father after his return from victory 
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over the Ammomtes, end no was sacrificed to God according to 
hie vow. The picture was tlius, aa it were, prophetic of the 
fate ot Sir Ajlmer's daughter. See Dream of I'air Women, 
181-240. 

281. Of early rigid colour, painted with the hard colouring 
and rigid ootlinea charactcriatic of the Byzantine school, before 
Cimabue's time. Tinder w&loli. The picture was bung above 
the door-way. 

282. oooiLter, opposite ; Lat, toalra, against. 

287. tbe PowsTE of tho Hooaa, Sir Aylner and I«dy Aylmer. 
209. false, painted, rouged. 

290. Iiy Ills owiL Blal* dBVll spnir'd, goaded to fury by hia 
inTeterate vice of family pride. 

291. breathing hard, from passion and excitement. For the 
two harda in this line, see note to 1. 487. 

299. Her sicklier Iteratlou, Lady Aylmer's feebler repetition of 
her husband's phrases, 

300. mark me, observe what I say. are to make, are for 
making, have yet to be made or won. Similarly we say ' to 
make money' for 'to gain money.' To make is a gerundial 
infinitive eiproasing result. 

301. ont of mine, i.e. by marrying my daughter, an heiress. 

302. practised on lier, worked opon her feelings ; deceived her 
by your arts and machination b. PriKtiee, as ustid by 8hakspere 
and Bacon, carries some sense of crafty or underhand dealing, 
which it still retains in the phrase, ' to practise upon a peraon. 

303. fi>rset herself, forget her own position and dignity. 

306. Far as we teack onraelvea, throughout the history of our 
family, going back, though it does, to such distant times. 
312. look'd into yourself, examined your own feelings. 

315. prodigiotur monstrous. These were words etc., accord- 
ing to Sir Aylmer's own view of the matter, this statement of 
his showed immense forbearance on his part. 

316. Aa meted etc., when considered in the light of bis own 
dignity and importance. 

31S, 319. 'I Bo foul ate, i.e. I to be so foul etc; to think 
that I should be so foul etc. Fovl, base, infamous. 

321. the wlnd-hovei, the Kestrel (Falco cinmmcutiix), a bird of 
the hawk kind, so called from its hovering in the wind or 
remaining poised in the breeze ("hanging in balance") without 
fluttering its wings. 

322. reddening tram the storm within. The violence of his 
emotions tent the blood into his face and made it red. 
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333. tooke wU bondi at oonrte^, completely violated the 
obligationa of poIitenesB. 

326. drore etc., puahed the footstool violently away from in 
front of him with hia feet. 

328. teeth tluit KTonnd etc. He KTOimd hi/i teeth together 
in hia passion as people do when tronbled with a nightmare. 

329. itUI, all the time, continually. 

330. luJf-uhast. The tme spelling is ogaM, poet participle 
of M. E. o^iwMn, to terrify. 

331. lintel, the beam over a door-way ; Low I^t. Imtellue, 
for limitellui, dim. of limes, limilu, a border. 

332. a hoaiy Ruw etc. His white hair made Sir Aylmet a fit 
object of reverence for his htmily. 

~ ~ 1. ths ItMirtb, * the Greside circle, the family ' ; abstract for 



334. Beneath a pale etc. A contrast is drawn between the 
flushed and pasaionate face of Sir Aylmer and the pale, calm 
moon shining overhead. The wild mood oi the man ia emphaaised 
bj il« want of harmony with hia natural sturonndings. 

339, 340. hia pawdons ...motlos, 'his feelings beiog all in 
a stat« of. violent excitement and directing his movements' — an 
abBolute clauao. For the metaphor from the tide of a river, cf. 
L 218. 

341. bright, with the moon-light, 

342. foam'd away hia luart, gave nnreatrained vent to his 
angry feelings. Cf. XachjloB, Agamemnon, 1030, /(a^ipl^erOai 
ndyoi, ' foams har fury away ' (lite a horse) ; and Ode on the 
Deaih ofthe Duht of WeUingtm, 124: 

" Dash'd on everi 
Their surging c1 

343. He never yet had set etc., he had never hitherto exposed 
his daughter for sale in our Western marriage markets, where 
our beantiful women let themselves be sold to the highest bidder 
(i.e. choose husbands for their wealth). The sentence means that 
he had never tried to cet hold of a rich huabacd for his 
daughter. The allusioQ is to the actoal sale, in the " woman- 
markets" of the East, of Cancasiui girls for Turkish or Persian 
harems. 

3S3. What Is etc, , what is the elegant (he ia speaking ironically) 
euphemisni Society uses to sipress the Idea ! The noun jilt (from 
which the verb is derived) is a contraction of jtffef, diminutive 
of Jill, a common female name, short for Juliana, 



3S4. I say It At yonr peaca, I tell yon this to show yon that, 
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NOTBS. 45 

bftving been disappointed in love myedii, 1 cim ejnopathiae with 
you in your love-trouble, 

355. ai bearing etc. Since he loved the woman, Averill felt 
himself humiliated by her ahamefnl conduct. 

361. In all my fold, among all my parishionerB. Christ (Bible, 
John X. 14) described himself as the "good shepherd," Hi* 
discipleB as' His "sheep" or "fiock,"and Cne Christian Church m 
" the fold of the sheep." Hence a clergyman is called a pastor, 
the Latin word for ' flhepherd.' Cf. IL 800, 631. 

363. whiter, purer ; so ichileKt — ' most innocent ' above, L 
361. Cf. Henry Vaughan, The Meireat, 6 : " a white, celestial 
thought." 

366. let her ptnnta be, leave them alone ; never mind what 
they say or do. 

371- on It, in dependence npon it ; be would give them enough 
rooney to enable them to marry. 

373. weoltlilar, not in money bat in happiness at having done 
a good action. 

374. Hammon, money-worship. Mammon (Syriac tor 'wealth') 
was the Syrian god of richea answering io the Plutus of Greek 
and Roman mythology. Leolin declared that men and women, 
being prevented from marrying by money considerations, betook 
themselves t^i debauche^ and proBtitntion. See 11. 3SS-391 
below ; and cf- LocMey Hall, 100 : 

"Every door in barr'd with gold, and opens bat to golden keys." 
379- natnte eroct, the thwarting of natnre, i.e. by the preven. 
tion of marriages. For the constraction, cf. 1. C37 and note. 

376. adnlterles, taints, impurities. 

377. latnrate, pervade, fill with infection, lonl wlUi t)ody, 
soul along with body. 

378. they mlffht be proul, they bad good reason to be proud of ' 
it, since its worth consisted in its being borne by Edith. lated, 
scolded. Probably a different word from ratt, to value. 

381. pliMaantJorda, these country gentlemen who had no 
higher aim than to preserve the game on their estates. Fbeasanta 
and partridges are the two principal English game-birds. 

362. of a thonsand years, these men who for a thousand yean 
past had done nothing better than breed partridges. 

383. mlldsw'd in their thonaands, who had grown indolent and 
effete in the possession of great riches- MUdem is Old Eng. 
mtUdtdv!, honey-dew, so named from the sticky appearance of 
some kinds of blight. 

384. Bine* Egbert, since the time of Egbert, kin^ of Wessei 
(802-839), by whom " the whole English race in Britain was for 
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the first time knit together under a single ruler " (Green), tlie 
ereater, bo much greater. This the is the old thi or iki, the 
instrumental case of the used as a demonstrative ; as in ' (A« 
sooner the better.' 

385. Fall Dock... that '. to think that they should have recourse 
to their ancient lineage to support their dignity, and remain 
ignobly satisfied with that. 

387. a vantage-STonnd for nobleness I what fools they are to 
act BO, when they have so important a help (in high birth) 
towards noble action ! Vantage is a short form irf advaiOage. 

3SS. a quintessence of man, one who comjiriaed within himself 
all the beat qualities of human nature, QumiesBeTice (Lat. gyiinta 
txeentia, fifth essence of nature) is the pure essence of anything, 
in allusion to the old theory of the existence of a superior fifui 
element, aether, in addition to the ordinary four^earth, air, 
fire, and water. 

389. The life of all, one who infused his own energy and ani- 
mation into all around bim. 

391. Had rioted etc., had hilled himself by plunging into a 
career of dissipation. 

393. powers, abilities. 

395. the world Bhoald ring eto. Leolin declared that he would 
win such world-wide renown that the old, worn-out race of the 
Aylmera should be ashamed of their pride of ancestry in compari- 
son with his achievements. 

397. dianeellor. Lord High Chancellor of England, the first 
lay subject after tJie princes of the blood royal, and bead of the 
legal profession. 

398. your grief, i.e. the jilting etc. mentioned in 11. 354-357. 

399. Give me nty fling, let me have free scope to indulge my 
feelings ; let me give them free utterance. 

403. llKe a storm, t.e. violently, passionately. Cf. 1. 216. 

404. How low etc , that he was in a state of nervous prostration, 

405. beeswing, old port wine, Bee'e-vnng is a thin, light film 
in port wine, indicative of considerable age, so called ^m its 
resemblance to the wing of a bee, and is here put for the wins 
itself, binu, a chest for storing wine. The ususJ modem spelling 
is bin. The Middle English form is Nine. 

406. the waning red, the gradual change from a red to a rich 
brown colour that takes place in port wme with advancing age. 
Age improves the flavour of wine. 

407- TheTlntag*, i.e.. the year on which the vine-crop of which 
it was made was gathered. The year was the date when the 
present Sir Aylraer reached the age of twenty-one. 
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409. flamad uid Ml again, became once more paBsionately 
excited and then quieted down. 

410. Tbat much etc., that we ought readily to excuse people's 
failiDgB ; we must not be too hard on them. This conclusion 
results from the mellowing influence of the wine. 

412. hlB pnrpoie beld, his purpose was unchanged, he still 
deterroined U> cany out his purpose (of making himself a name) ; 
aee 1. 394. 

425, Whloli break! all bonds bnt otm, i.e. the rupture between 
myself and the Aylmer family renders all bonds of friendship, 
loyalty etc between me and them void ; the only bond that 
remajns is that of love between yon and me. 

426. Bacred, devotedly bound. 

4SS. The rain of beaven etc. The repetition u justified by the 
additional emphasia it givea, and by the new jMiose of feeling 
introduced in the repeated phrase by the striking epithet careless, 
pointing, OS it docs, to the unsympathetic attitude of Nature 
towards human sorrow. Cf. the gorgeous picture of the 
"beauteous hateful isle" in Enoch Atdai (IL S68-675), in con- 
trast with the lonely desolation of Enoch, who "dwelt with 
eternal summer ill-content." For an instance of emphatic 
repetition, cf. Milton, Par. Lost, ii. 1021-2; 
"So he with difficulty and labour hard 
Mov'd on, with difficnlty and labour he. " 
And for one of repetition with an added notion, cf . lb. 668-660 ; 
" (Others) reaaon'd high 
Of Providence, foreknowledge, will, and fate, 
Fix'd fate, free will, foreknowledge absolute." 
Cf. also Enoch ArtUn, 507, BOS : 

"So these were wed and merrily rang the bells. 
Merrily rang the bells and they were wed." 
431. tOHT'd tbo plus. I.e. with the wind is its branches. 
Another touch pointing to the aloofness of (Tature from their 
trouble. 

433. taunm bnt smatterlngly, that we had only a superficial 
knowledge of previously. The old verb smatter, fiom which tJie 
noun smaMering comes, is connected with staack, a noise made 
with Uie lips, and hence a gabbling or prating. 

436. That oodftlesa myriad etc. These lines describe the com- 
plexity of English Law with its undigested mass of precedents 
(I.e. previous parollel cases upon which iudgments in a new case 
are liised) and its medley of unclassified cases. Hallam has de- 
Bcrilied it as the accumulation of statute on statute and precedent 
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on precedent, " till no industry can acqnire nor any intellect 
digest the maas of learning that growa tipon the panting student." 
438. wit or ttataat, cleventeBa or good tuck. 

441. Uchtalnc etc. , play of humour, sparkling and evanescent. 

Lightning | of the hodr, [ the piin, | the scdmlloua t41e. 
Notice the quick movement of the rhythm in the finit two feet, 
echoing the sense i and cf. Qeneral Introduction, p. xix. (^). 

442. OldlovUtaUete. OldiCSadBlBtcontainedinlaw-cawaetc.) 
of seventy years ago, which have been forgotten in the accumula- 
tion of fresh scondali, now also forgotten and followed by the 
cnrrent scandal, "which is itself destmed to be forgotten. For 
deOkda, see L 82 and note. 

445, 44S. bent ... To make, poetic for ' bent (t. «. determined) 
upon makiag.' To make (Uaproof of icom, to prove how aujost 
was the acorn with which he had been treated, 

448. Obarler, mors sparing (than others). 

449. a breatUnff-wblla, a period of cessation from work. 
460. nlggaii, BCAuty ; an adjective here. 

451. tbo rlTer-baak, the bank of the Tiuunes. 

452. Hardar the time« wan etc. In 1793, the supposed date of 
this poem, there was much poverty and distress among the 
labouring classes in conaequence of the low rate of wages and the 
high price of wheat. The state of English prisons, which were 
haunts of misery and cruelty, was not improved till the following 
year, through Howard's exertions. The criminal law was most 
severe : a petty theft was punishable by death ; and before Sir 
Robert Peel's Acts of 1824 nearly one handred felonies were 
capital offences. 

453. MteonUils, i.«. in harmony with the limes. 

455. Ola garileiui of tlut rival rose, the Temple Gardens (see 
note to 1. 105). It was here that Shakspere (1 Henry VI. u. 
iv.) represents Richard Plantagenet as pluckiiig a white rose, 
and the Earl of Somerset a red, and calling upon those present to 
do the same in token of adhesion to liia cause. Cf. IL SO-52. 

466. Tet ftagrMt el«. The roses kept their fragrance for 
Leolin, because his heart was softened and refined by the happy 
memories of his talks with Edith. 

458. Far pnialler, [when the city was smaller and less smoky. 
H. T.] 

459. to flub hlB blood with air. A graphic allusion to the 
B by which the venous blood, in its passage through the 

I !.!__._ 5 j._ J.1 — ition of the air and arterialised. To 

IT perhaps ' ' to redden " in allusion to 
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the fact that the venouB blood, which is of a dark crimson colonr, 
becomes florid or scarlet in passing through the lungs. 

460. Hy l&djr'e coaalti, the " Indian kinsman " of L 100. 

461. Hslf- sickening etc. He had retired on pension, and was 
haU'tired of bis long days of leisure. 

462. Drove in npon, came rushing in ; burst in upon him. 

463. Ssji a, Malayaji amnok etc. , made a furious and indiscrim- 
inate attack, in the Malay fasbioo, upon the existing Btate of 
things. Amiicic ia the Malay word dm«i, a kind of mania or un- 
controllable fury among the Malays and other natives of the 
East, which is often produced by bhang, and under the influence 
of which a man rushes madly onward, dagger in hand, striking 
at everyone he meets. Thejmrase "to run a muck " is common, 
the a being detached from muck as if it were the indefinite article. 
Cf. Pope, Satiru, i. 69, 70 : 

Satire's my weapon, but I'm too discreet 
To run a muck, and tUt at all I meet. " 
The original reading of the text, as late as 1874, was " a Malayan 
muck"; of. Dryden, The Sind and Ike Panther, Ul. 1187-8: 
" Frontleas, and satire-proof, he scours the streets, 
And runs an Indian muck at all he meets." 

464. Had golden hopes etc. He believed that the French 
Revolution would bring liberty and prosperity to France and all 
the world. See note to 1. 265. 

465. those at home, the Aylmer family. 

466. witb a heaved shoulder etc. He shmgeod bis shoulders 
and smiled pertly,— signs of careless and slightly contemptuous 
indifference. The " saucy smile " shows his suppressed amuse- 
ment at Leolin's love for Edith. ['Shrugged' is an ugly 
word. H. T.] 

467. fain had haled, would have gladly hanled or dragged. 
Fain is an adverb here. Cf. 1. 805. Hale is an older form of 
havl, and occurs in The Princess, rv. 252 ; WcUleing to (fie Mail, 
L S3 ; Boadieea, 1. 55. Uie world, society. 

468. alr'd him, refreshed him ; taken him out of his solitude. 
iwarer, more intimate. 

469. Bcrew not et«., do not put too great a strain upon yonr 
strength of body and mind for fear it should break down under 
it. 'The metaphor is from the acrewing up of the string of a 
musical instmment to a greater tension than it will bear. The 
figure is probably a simi&r one in Sbalis. Macbeth, i. vii. 60 : 
"Screw your courage to the sticking-place." This line prepares 
us for the hint given later on {U. 715-717) that Leolin's subsequent 
suicide was due to temporary insanity. 
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471. From wIum etc. He wore the dagger, its a love-token, 
next his heart. worlCUeM, unworldly, simple, honeat. 

472. Klsiliig hlB TOVE etc. He kissed the dagger in atteEtation 
of his true love, as a, knight kisses his sword to ratify a tow that 
he has taken. Cf. Shaks. Hape of Lucrece, 1842, 1843 : 

"This said, he (Collatina) struck his hand upon hia hreaat, 
And kiss'd the fatal knife, to end (i.e. ratify) bis vow." 

473. benobtn, senior members of an Inn of Court, who are the 

Srarning body of the Society and have control over Btndents for 
ebar. 

476. Oa tWtWMn, comii^ at long interrali. 

479. Ohann'd him etc., acted like a charm to guide him 
through all the lahyrintba or perplexities of hia le^ atndies. 
See 11. 435-437. 

480. a Usftt, a prospect of success. 

4S1. ttwy ttuA cast etc., explained in the next line by the 
word btgeUert. cast, moulded ; set her spirit in its monld of 
fleah. Cf. To J. S.,3, 4: 

" Gently comes the world to those 
That ore cast in gentle motJd. " 

483. To Bell her, to give her in marriage to a rich suitor. See 
U. 347-349. With the scathiiu; irony of this line compare that 
of 1. 781. For the repetition of gwd, see note to L 487. 

484. Wtutaver eldsst-bom etc, every heir to high rank or 
large property that they could get hold of. 

487- woahi£ him to woo. A good instance of one of the 
characteristics of Tennyson's style, consisting in a sort of 
sound-play, — the repetition of a word in the same or in a 
slightly diiferent sense. This epigrammatic iteration has a 

fecuharty emphatic effect. Cf. 11. 59 [coiCd), 67 Uoyfvl), 193, 
94 (/otV. fatrer), 232 {pleaeure, please), 249, 250 {love, lovedi, 
291 (Aard-ridden, hard), 483 [good), 499 {hitnlera, hunlkd), 718 
{ihaTne]. Also Ouinevere, 309, 310: 

"Whereat the novice crying, with claap'd hands. 
Shame on her own garrvlUy gamdouely." 
And Queen Mary, ii. 2 : 

" Under coJowr 
Of such a cause eis hath no colour." 
It is employed by other poets, as Milton, Par. Lost, n. 11 ; 
"That brought into this world a world of woe ; Byron, Prisoner 
of Ckilkm, Ti. : "The very roek hath rock'd;" Cowper, Toat, 
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IT. 399: "With all this thr\ft thejr thrive not; Mid Spenser, 
Fo/vry QtKen, I. x. 45 : 

" There she awhile him stayes, him aelfe to resi, 
That to the Tf»l more able he might bee." 

488. montli by montb. See note to L 806. 

489. dlatamt bUM, the bright light of their diimer-lampa seen 
in the distance. 

490. wlrar. See note to 1. 539. Poachers uae snareB made of 
wire to entrap hareB. The adjective nightly has two meanings, 
containing the notion of eitier (1) ' by night, during the night,' 
(aa here), or (2) ' every night, night after night.' 

491. FUter, hesitate (through fear of discover;]. The word 
has the eame derivBtion as/aii7<, from lat./oflfre, to l>eguile. 

492. Bnllen, defiant, pitying, wroth. These epithets describe 
the different moods of the suitors upon their rejection. 

494. the folly taUn« wings etc., the report of the foolish aflkir 
be^n to spreiui beyond the bounds of the " sleepy " (1. 45) 
A^mer vil^ge, and was carried by rumour into the neighbour- 
ing districts. 

4B5. down the wind, forth, away ; lihe a bird borne along 
by the wind. Of, Cowper, Frogreii af Error, 333 (of the 
" eagle -pinioned Muse"); "Down, down the wind, she swiroa 
and sails awa,y." 

497, 498. mockoiy... laughter, i.e. a subject of mockery ...a 
subject of laughter, yeomen, small farmers. OTer ale, as they 
dr^Jc beer together. 

499. For hunters followed by Innted, see note to 1. 487. 

500. oordOQ, the enclosing circle (of hunters or beaters). 
toward the death, with the object of killing the game. 

503. the wealthier flums, i.t. lest she should meet or hear of 
Leolin there. 

504. her own home-drde of the poor, the poor people belong, 
ing to her own village whom she visited. Cf. IL 147, etc ; 
68.'), etc. 

507. amnlet, msigical charm, mysterious influence. Amidel is 
from Arabic /wmo^, 'be carried'; hence, 'a thing carried.' 

509. the brand of John. The tree had been branded with the 
letters T. R. ( = John Rex or King), denoting that it had been so 
marked in the reign of King John. The marks thua burnt into 
the bark of the tree had been concealed from view by tbe over- 
growth of fresh bark, which, falling off centuries after, had dis- 
closed the ancient brand. A writer in Notes and Quiriee (Sept, 
25, 1880) tells US of a tree that was cut down in Sherwood 
Forest, which bore a cipher indicating King Jolin's reign. The 
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mark was eifthteen inches witUn the tree, and a little more than 
a foot from the centre. Other trees cat down on Uie same ocoa- 
Bion were inoiged or stamped with marks of the reigns of Jamea 
I., and of Waiiam and Mary. Oaks and yews attain to a great 
age ; "William the Conqueror's Oak" in Windsor Park is known 
to be at least 1200 years old. 

511. The broken base etc. [The trunk of the tree was hollow 
and decayed with only one branch in leaf. H.T.] 

613. tbt manorial lord, the lord of the manor or estates, i.e. 
Sir Aylmer. In Feudal times a manor was a grant of lands 
from the king to a baron which carried with it the right of 
jurisdiction. 

514. Tniiinnniai \{i, a, thousand years old ; i.e. very ancient. 
toncb-wood dust, dust or powdered debris of decayed and rotten 
wood. Touch in loTtch-wood is a corruption of the Middle Eng. 
lac/ie, tinder for receiving sparks struck by a flint. 

616. Found ,,. a bitter treasnra-troTe. made a painful dis- 
covery. Notice the oxymoron., as in Maud, ii. 6: "faultily 
faultless"; The D^fcJice qf Ljicknow, vi. : "the pitiful-pitUeea . 
knife." Cf. Horace's (Corm. ni. iL 35) spltvdide mendax, 
'nobly false'; and Sophooles's {Antig. 74) iata- TwoyfryiSirojra, 
' having committed a righteous crime ' ; and Lancelot and Maine, 
872,873: 

" Hie honour rooted in dishonour stayed. 
And faith unfaithful kept him falaely true." 
Also Shaks. Sichard III. iv. iv. 26 : 

" Dead life, blind sight, poor mortal living ghost." 
In (reiwiiM-ifwe, i. e, treasure found, from (Old Fr. trovi) is pro- 
perly a dissyllable. 

616. Bant bis own wyvem, broke the seal of the letter which 
was stamped with the Aylmer crest. See note to 1. 17- 

517. Writhing, in a torture of indignation. 

621. To him that flnster'd etc., to Sir Aylmer who confused 
and frightened the feebte-miaded rustic, parish irtta, the low 
intelligence of an ordinary villager. 

523. To play their go-between, to act as messenger between 

626. 8onl' stricken. The common word is heart atrirhen, i.e. 
conscience-stricken ; — an instance of Tennyson's avoidance of the 
commonplace ; see General Introduction, II, (2), [(I). 

526. laan heart, meamiesa, cowardice, HlaerabU qualifies 

627. a dwpot diaant, a dream of the performance of some act 
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of tyranny. Hence he ia described as "panting," when he 
woke, with excitement and passion caused by the dream. 

629. tbe tilaok repnblla, the flock of rooka which had their 
neats on the elm-trees of his park. Similarly in Tht Brook, 127, 
pigeons are described as "in session on the roofs," aa thoagh 
assembled in parliament. Cf. Pope, Essay on Man, iii. 183, 184: 

"Learn each small People's genim, policies. 
The Ant's republic, and the realm of Bees." 

630. Bweeplnj: the frotMr&om tlia ftEcOB. The J^rofA-/^ (also 
called froth-worm and Frog-fly) is a small insect which in its larva 
state is found on plants, enveloped in a frothy, saliva-like liquid. 
Tho fescne {Ftstuea) ia the name of a very extensive genua of 
grasses. The one mentioned here is the Meadow Fescue {Fenluca 
pratautia), a valuable pasture gross. Sir Aylmer'a feet, posaing 
through the long grass, brosbea these frothy formations from its 

632, 533. who made A dowmraid crescent etc. Her mouth 
formed a curve like a crescent moon with its horns pointing 
downwards, minion is from the French miffntm, neat, spruce. 
The word ia nsed with a touch of scorn. 

534. UstleH In all despondence, indifferent in her feeling of 
complete inability to do anything to help matters, 

£35. Aa If tlte llTinj: passion etc. Sir Avlmer tore the love- 
letter as vindictively as if it were not merely a record of stroug 
and living affection but an actual living object which could feel 
his rough usage. 

637. at bis own great Hlf deSed, at the deliance of his own 
great self : a latin construction like post vrbem conditam, ' after 
the founding of the city.' Cf. Milton's "after summons read" 
{Par. Last, I. 797). Cf. IL 375, 776. 

538. Strlking-on . . . loom. His reading was interrupted by ex- 
pressions he met with which excited bis almost impatience and 



639. babyfmu, childish talk such as lovers nse. The word, in 
this sense, like icUtoicy (1. 147), mrer (1. 490), i<I<oted (1. 590), 
seems to be of Tennyson's coinage. See Genenkl Introduction, 
Q. (2), {d). dear dlmlnntlTeB, diminutives expressive of endear- 
ment ; short pet names. Cf. the " little language " of Swift in 
his letters to Stella. 

641. like a eUddan oUld. Cf. SheUey, Slanzas Writien in 

"Yet now despair itself is mild. 

Even as the winds and waters are ; 
I could lie down like a tired child." 
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542. hnBb'a ItMir, I.e. Leolin, after complaining of Edith's 
silence, at laat stopped writing to har. 

547. ruBtling etc., moving about among the shrubs and bashes 
ne&r the Hull, and so making a rustling noise, which caught the 
ear of the keeper. 

548. & keeper, a gftme-keeper, who thonght LeoUn was a 

549. nor was it well tor liar, she too had not a happy time of it. 

550. wbat poueBi'il him, what strange influence made him do 
it. It aeemed to biuiBelf a sort of infatuation. 

668. tollow'd nit, followed her husband's example, 
559. Beem'il hope's Tetnmins lose. Her father's kiss, repeated 
("seconded") as it was by her mother, made tbe prospect of 
things seem more hopeful to her. ' Rose-coloured ' is a common 
synonym for ' hopefm, cheering. ' 

660. A Xartin'B summer, a second or antomnal period of 
sumrnar weather coming just before winter. Mild weather often 
returns in England for a time near Martinmas or St. Martin's 
Day. the 11th of November. Cf. Shake., 1 Kina Henry VI. 
LiilSl: "Expect St. Martin's summer, halcyon days." Sbak- 
spere also calls it "All Hallowen (i.e. All Saints', 1st Nov.) 
Ba-daatx" in 1 Kinei Eeary IV. i. ii. 177 i "Farewell, thou latter 
spring ! farewell, All-hallown summer 1 " Hence the line means 
' A temporary revival of his lost affection.' 

561. ordeal by kindness. She was t«sted by kind treatment, 
to see If she wonld yield to that. In old times there were several 
kinds of ordeals or tests to find out the guilt or innocence of 
accused persons ; as the ordeal by wager of battle between the 
accused and his accuser, and the orde^ by water, often applied 
to supposed witches, who, if they sank, were accounted innocent, 
and if they floated, guilty. 

562. erost, met, came across. 

563. floVd in, gave vent to. Cf. To J. S. 5-7 : 

" And me this knowledge bolder made. 
Or else I had not dared to flow 
In these words toward you." 
sballower acrbnonleB, bitter speeches of a more saperficial char- 
acter ; petty taoute. 

566. Her olufit&ble nse, her customary works of charity. See 
L504. 

567. BllaiiM, i.e. on the part of Leolin, whose letters had 

569. wane low fover etc. The fever is personified as if it were 
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an Invader on the look out for a weak point in the defences of a 
place, by which to make an attack upon it. 

670. a people or a. honM, a community or a fDiDiily. 

S71, 672. Like Um... Hurting the hurt. Cf. Bacon, Essays, 
XIH. : "Such men in other men's calamitiee, are, s.h it were, in 
Beaaon, and are ever on the loading part (i.e. they ' hurt the 
hart') ; not so good as the doga that licked Lazarus' sorea, but 
like flies that are still buzzing upon anything that is raw." 
Deer, when one of their number is sick or disabled, eject him 
from the herd. Cf Shaks. As You Like It, n. i. 50 (of a 
wounded deer) ; " Left and abandoned of hia velvet friends." 

674. And flong; etc., i.e. she had to take to her bed with a 
violent attack of fever. 



6TS-680. Star to >tar...aB at once, oneatar sends waves of light 
to another star, however distant ; so may not one soul communi- 
cate with another soul by means of some power or quality that it 
possesseH etill more delicate and impalpable than tight ; and so 
one .soul, though far distant from the other, feel its sudden 
Bympathetio touch? A simiJar instance of this supernatural 
sympathy or telepathy, as it is called, occurs in Enoch Arden, 
609-611, where Enoch in his distant island hears the bells ring- 
ing for Philip's marriage with his wife Annie. Similarly Char- 
lotw Bronte {Jans Eyrs, Chaps. 35 and 37) repreaonta her heroine 
as hearing, though faraway, the wild cry of "Jane! Jane! Jane !" 
nttered by her lover, Mr. Rochester. Cf . DtTiteier and Persephime, 
87-39 ; 

" Last as the likeness of a dying man. 
Without his knowledge, from him flits to warn 
A far-ofE friendship {i.e. friend) that he comes DO more." 

562. keen, piercing. The shriek, of course, comes from 
Leolin's lips. 

683. ShrlU, sounded shrilly. Shrill, nsed as a verb, is a 
favonrite word with Tennyson ; cf. Enoch Arden, 175; "hammer 
and axe, auger and saw ... ahrill'd and rang"; Patsing of Arthur, 
34 ; Sir Gfdahad, 5 ; The Taiktjtg Oat, 68 ; Dimeter aiid Perse- 
phone, 60. For the rhythmic break, cf. General Introduction, 11. 
(2) (e), (o), and Pasaing of Arthur, 41, 42 : 

" From cloud to cloud, down the long wind the dream 
Shriird." 

585. Wltli a weird brlglit eye, with a weirdly bright eye [ with 
a strange, unearthly light in hia eyea. The line snoald be 

With a weird | bright eye, | sweating | and trim | b(B)ling, 
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"B7 night I toee|ry warb|(e)ling3." 
AiidCowper, CaUtriaa, 12: 

"By tbeniglitlmgale warb[(e)ling nigli." 
The naage u common in Shakspere ; cf. Two Qentlemea of Verona, 
L iiiM: 

"O, how I tHs spring | of love | reBem|b(e)lfith," 
wid Ooriolanus, i. L 159 ; 

" You, the I great toe | of this | ftesem|b{ejly." 
See Abbott's Shakea. Grammar, g 477. 

G36. anckUnK Into fltunM, storting np on end, like the flames 
of a briakly boming fire. 

S8S. lilB long' airoM, Mb extended arms. So, Martial, Epp. 
vn. 20, has loTiga dextra, 'with right arm stretched to its toll 



GM. A te*ak«r, a revealer. Break, in this Bense, is always 
used of news or information that requires care or delicacy in the 

S96. edged wltb deatb, blach-edged. " Mourning note-paper," 
here need to conv^ to Leolin -the news of Edith's death, has a 
black border round it. 

696. Iiln, the dead man, Leolin. tdmielfi the Indian kins- 

697. with no handll'B, not with a bandit's blood (see 11. 225- 
231) as it had been before, but with the true and noble-hearted 
Laolin's. Bandit (Itol. bandito] is properly one who is baimed or 
oatlawed. 



600. ttla flock, his congregation, his parishioners. See 1. 361 
and note. 

601. the years which are not Time's, i.e. he was aged not by 
the lapse cd time, but by grief at Leolin's fate. Of. Byron's 
Prisoner o/ChiUon, whose "hair was gray, but not with yeapB." 

602. many Uionsand ds^ etc., his life was shortened by 
several years through the terrible shock. 

601 tlia Moond deatb, i.e. the death of Leolin. The recent 
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deftth of Edith made Leolin's death affect her but little, else 
she, beti^ one of the indirect agents that caused it.'would have 
hesitated to a^ his brother to preach her daughter's funeral 
lennoii. 

606. lo And etc., to auggest texts or portions of Scripture to 
Averil for him to use as the mottoes of his sermons. [It is im- 
plied that she had given Averill the teit he preached from. 

607. bairoir'd, distressed, nnmg with grief. 

600. Darkly Oa.t day rose etc., [a daj without sun, the only 
faint resemblance of aunahine b^g the bright yellow of the 
feded autumn leaves. H. T.] 

615. bamleta. Jlandet is the old ham, home, with the double 
diminutive autfix -Ut. 

017- widely mnimnr'd, talked of with disapproval all over the 
district. 

61S. Tlielr own gn^ tower etc. The church -people of the 
neighbouring villages left their own churches, and the Noncon- 
formists left their own chapela, to come and hear Averill's 
sermon. The former, as being more in sympathy with the 
bereaved niiui and Edith (who were church-people) and knowing 
them better, wore full mourning ; the latter had only e«nie bit 
of black about them as a token of their sorrow, plain-facwl 
labem&cls, homely, unadorned place of worship (as opposed to 
the more ornamental Church). Tabernacle is the name given to 
the building used by the Jews for worship in their desert 
journey ; and hence is applied to (Nonconformist) places of wor- 
. ship generally- 

621. on* night, a Dniversal blackness ; being draped all over 
the interior with black velvet hangings, aa ia customary at the 
funeral service of a person of importance. 

1. greenish ^Immerlngs, [greenish glass of the lancet- 



windows. H, T.] luioetl, lancet-windows ; high and n 
windows pointod like a lancet. Tbey are a mark^ c' 
of the early English atyle of Grothio architecture. 



I- tower'd. I.e. In the pnlpit of the church. 

624. wltb Us hopM In either gnn. With the deaths of 
Leolin and Edith, all his hopes of the future were gone. 

625. Long o'«r bis tteut brows eto. A clergyman, on entoring 
the pnlpit to preach, bends bis head in a silent, preliminary 

[irayer. Averill prayed thus with bis hand over his face for so 
Qng a time that it seemed as if his f^e were attracted by some 
magnetic power to his hand, from which at last, aahy-pole, 
he withdrew it. 
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627, 628. Imbonr'd tbro' Hli brief pn^M-pnlnde, said with 
difficnlty the short openii^ prayer, 

628, gave Xb^ verm, read out the verse of the Bible us the 
text of his sermon. 

629, 630. ■ B«boM etc. See Bible, Matthew, xxiii. 33. The 
words are uttered by Christ in bis lameat over Jervunletn, and 
prophesy the approaching deatmctioQ of her temple and her 
capture and deeomtion by the Bomaas. 

632. tram his betght etc The greatness and loneliness of his 
grief gave force and passion to his words, aa a. stream gains 
impetus by falling from a height. 

t. Bore down In flood etc. , gave free vent to his pent-up feel- 

' ' ■" ■' ■■ ■■ y,g niisohief and ruin that is 

netaphor occurs in II. 115, 116. 

636. Never since etc., i.e. never since the Deluge, when for 
their sins, all mankind were drowned except eight persons, viz., 
Noah and his wife and his three sons with their wives. See Bible, 
Genesis, vL, vii. our bad earth. ' Bad is emphatic here — 
' our earth on account of its badness. ' 

63S. romng o'er tbe palaces or His proud. Cf. Milton's {Par. 
Lost, XI. 747-749) description of the Deluge : 
" All dwellings else 
Flood nverwbelm'd, and them with all their pomp 
Deep under water roll'd." 

639. When since etc. This is a rhetorical i^nestion, the under- 
stood answer to which is ' Never. ' Hence it is equivalent to the 
'Never since' of 1. 634, which it replaces. Ci. "has often" 
followed by " how often," IL 699, 700, below. 

610-643. the IdolAtrlea ... In the HlgrliestT The idoUtrous 
practices, which (whether as the worship of images or of 
man's own luste) in consequence of men's low and unenlight- 
ened Ideas about religion, eiialtcd their false objects of devotion 
to the place of the Deity, and in profeeaing to worship Him 
worshipped only their own errors and vices. "The Highest" is 
several times used in the Bible as a synonym for God. See 
Psalms, xviii. 13, etc. shot up etc. In a cloudy sunset, shafts 
o! shadow are oft«n shot up into the zenith, 

644-646. ' Dash thyself ... thy Ood. In the earlier times when 
coarse idolatry, such as that of Baal, was prevalent, the priests 
cut tbcmaeh-es with knives in honour of their god, and in their 
penances worshipped the worst qualities of their own nature, 
since they attributed those worst qualities to their deity. See 
Bible, 1 Kings, xviii. 2S, where the priests of Ba^ are said 
to *' out themselves after their manner with knives and lanoeta 
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till the blood gmhed out upon them." BnOl, tneaning lord, 
ma»Ur, was the priacipal male deity of the FhceDiciana. 

617-64S. T&euaune aLOTd...tlieroM. Christianity then took 
the place of pagan idolatry, and men pictured to themselves the 
dawn of a milder and happier epoch. Cf. the deaeription of the 
peaceful kingdom of Chriat in Bible, leaiak, ji. 6 : " The calf 
and the young lion and the fatling together ; and a little child 
ahall lead them." And ib. ixxt. 1 : " The wildemeBS and the 
solitary place shall be glad for them ; and the deaert shall rejoice, 
and blossom as tJie rose." 

650. flrowa UiyHlf etc. Weak ond miserable man now glori- 
fies himself, and worships, instead of Babl, hia own low desires 
and pleasures. For wonn applied to man, cf. Bible, Job, xxv. 6 : 
" Miui, that a a worm." 

661. h'-^""'' Ood. of urMlge, An allnsion to the Homan god 
Terminus, who presided over the boundaries of estates, and was 
represented without arms or feet. Acreage, collection of acres ; 
landed estates ; cf. fimofxage, 1, 203. Tennyson has aXBofmitage, 
garlandage, ecaffiMage, iackagt, achage, riarvmage. 

653. Tliy God Is &ir lUffaied etc., instead of an individual idol, 
man now worships a wide-spread deity in the shape of parks and 
manaions and money and titles and pedigrees. 

t>55. llTlnff sold, gold that seems alive, because, being put out 
to interest, it keeps growing and increasing in amount! The 
living principle in money is that it can of itself reproduce money. 
The simple-hearted Edmund in The Brook {1. 7) thought money 
"a dead thing." 

656. tiUe-ianaia, [title-deeds. H. T.] gorgeous heraldtlH 
splendid coats of arms. 

650. Hon wilt not gasli etc. , you practise no self -mortification 
in the worship of this god. 

65Q, Fares richly etc., like the worldly rich man in Christ's 
parable who " was clothed in purple and fine linen, and fared 
sumptuously every day" (Bible, Lulce, xvi. 19). 

659, 660. not a hair BulILed upon tba scartBUn, you are so 
softly and delicately clad that not even a hair of your skin is 
discomposed. Scar/skin is the epidermis or onter surface skin. 

661, 662. nie dAathleu rnlar ... oannot die, the immortal soul 
that directs and controls your mortal body is corrupted by your 
sensuality, and EO doomed to eternal damnation. The representation 
of the huma,n body as the house or mansion of the soul is common 
in literature ; cf. Shaks. Tempest, i. ii. 457-469, where Miranda 
says of Ferdinand : 

" There 's nothinff ill can dwell in such a temple ; 
If the ill spirit nave so fair a honae, 
Good things will strive to.dwell with "t." 
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And Tht Promise of May, ii. ; 

' ' O this mortal house, 
Which we are born i]it<i, is haunted by 
The ghosts of the dead pouioua of deaA men. " 
Again, Sc. Agnea' JSvt, 19 : 

" So in mine earthly house I am. " 
Cf . also Temiyaon'a poem, Tli€ Deserted Howe, meanjtig the dead 

663. Uion ntunlMrMt, tbon art numbered ; you profess to be a 
follower of Christ. 

661. "LMve all and follow me." Christ's words to the rich 
young man were " Sell all that thou hast, and distribute unto the 
poor, ... and come, follow me." And Peter says to Christ after- 
wards, "Lo, we ha»8 left all and followed thee." See Bible, 
iOe. xviii. 22, 28. 

665. wim Hla ligbt about thy feet, with the knowledge of 
Jesus Christ to guide your steps. The old BaSl- worshippers had 
not your enlightenment and are therefore more excusable (ban 

666. wltb HU mesMse etc., familiar as you are with Christ's 
command t^^ His followers to lead unworldly lives. 

667. thy brother man, i.e. the incarnate Christ. Cf. Bible, 
Hebrewg, ii. 17 ; " Wherefore in all things it behoved him (i.e. 
Jesus) to be made like unto his brethren " (>.?. mankind). 

668. Bom of etc Christ's mother, the Tirrin Mary, lielonged 
to the village of Nazareth. His reputed faUier, Joseph, was a 
carpenter. See Bible, Luke, i. 2d, 27 ; Matthem, xiii. 55. 

669. Wonderful etc. Cf, Bible, Isaiah, ix. 6: "His (i.e. the 

E remised Mesaioh's) name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, 
Eighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace." 

670. tke two, i.e. the worshippers of Baal and the worshippers 
of their own lusts. Cf. Bible, Colossiana, iii. 5; " Covetouaness, 
the which is idolatry. " 

671,672. pMBlng through the firs Bodies. As was done in the 
worship of Moloch. Cf. Bible, Jeremiah, xxxii. S.'i : " They built 
the high places of Baal, ... to cause their sons and their daughters 
to pass through the fire unto Molech " ; and Milton, Par. Lost, 
I. 392-6 ; 

" First Moloch, horrid king, besmear'd with blood 
Of human sacrifice, and parents' tears ; 
Though for the noise of drums and timbrels loud 
Their children's cries unheard, that past through fire 
To his grim idol." 
672-671 tbio' the KDoke, The blight ...llk«ne«. Blight is 
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to be taken in appoeition with amoJx. The paasage meoue that 
the modem worldling ia crueller than the old Moloch-worshipper 
because, while the latter burnt the bodies, the former destroys 
the floula of his children by subjecting them to the corrupting 
influence of mean aims and ambitions, and so makes his children 
as depraved as himself. 

676- Wiy better bom etc, one of a higher nature than yon, 
who is imhappj' in being the child of such a parent as you 

670. grow itndght aoA fMi — , grow up to he high-principled 
and pnre-hearted. Observe the aposiopesis. Words like " YoQ 
know what would be such a child's fate from what has happened 
to Edith," are implied. 

677. I WM Md. See U. 607, 608. 

670. ^irer tbau Rachel etc See Bible, Oenesia, zxix. 1-10, 
where the first meeting of Jacob and Bachel at the well of 
Haran is described, palmy well, well Burrounded with palm- 

680. Fairer t&an Batb etc. See Bible, StUh, ii. 2-17, for the 
story of Kuth's gleaning com in the fields of Boaz. Cf. Hood, 
Buth : 

' ' She stood breast-high amid the com, 

Chup'd with the golden light of mom," etc. 

881. Pair aa the AnRel etc. See Bible, Luie, i. 28 : "And the 

angel (Gabriel) came in unto her (Mary), and said. Hail, thoa 

that art higbly-favoored, the Lord is with thee ; blessed art thou 

among women. " 

683. For so mine own etc As the angelic presence filled 
Mary's bouae with divine radiance, so Edith's coming lighted np 
our homes with joy. For- 1 say " sudden light," for such was 
the efleot upon my owe houae. 

684. that bmio of Hmtbil, the welcome, blessed presence of 
Edith. 

6S7. ehlld or Bbame, illegitimate child. 

688. The oommon can etc. A version of the well-known say- 
ing, " Whom every one catea for no one cares for," A child who 
has no special claim npou any one's core get^ little or no care 
bestowed upon him. 

6S0-691. wasting; bis forgotten heart ... In g«mbolB, giving 
vent to his neglected feelings of affection in play with Edith, as 
though she were his mother. See 1. 109 and note. 

602. Had nich a star of moming etc., there was such a gentle 
and cheering look in her bhie eyes. So 'Tennyson (Dream of Fair 
Women, 91)Tias " The star-like sorrows of immortal eyes " tor the 
ealm and gentle looks of sorrow in them. 
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693. «11 nOKlWtOd pUow etc., all tliose who were lonely and 
nncared for by their fellow-mon were instinctively filled with joy 
&t the Bight of her. Cf. Bible, Isaiah, lii. 9 : " Break forth into 
joy, sing together, ye waste places of jeruaalem." 

695. Low was her voice. Cf. Shaka. King Lear, v. iU. 272-3 : 
' ' Her (Cordelia's) voice was ever soft, 
Gentle, and low, an excellent thing in woman." 

696'a97. woiiinyft«Tl(iTUi way ... illence. It wa« strange how 
nearly deaf persona, to whom a loud voice was almost inaudible, 
could hear her soft accents. 

697. True of almi, liberal in giving alms. Ainu, a contraction 
of the old trlayllabic almesse (from Latin eleemosyna) is properly 
singular. 

69S. The hand etc. See above, L 151, etc. 

701. laid ... smooth, smoothed (uid arrangad his pillow when 
he was ill of fever. Tennyson uses fivtrout, rather than the 
weaker form feverish, in Enoch Arden, 230. The word occurs 
fonr timea in Shakapere. 

703. bnrtliBn. Tennyson prefers this, the older, spelling to the 
commoner harden. See also 1. 612. 

704. Bidrltaal doubt, raligioua difficulty or perplaiity. 

705. whan some lieat etc., when a dispute broke out between 

706. glide between your wraths etc., interpose between yan 
when you were angry, and gently and qnietly put a slop to the 
quarr^ 

707. waltfa, led her life. 

70S. Vearlng the Itirlit yoke etc., i.e. she was a disciple of the 
loving Jesua, whose miasion was one of peace. Cf. Bible, 
Matthew, xi. 29, 30: "Take my yoke upon you, and learn of 
me ; for I am meet and lowly in heart ... For my yoke (i.e. ser- 
vice) is easy." 

709. Who still'd etc. When Christ and his disciples were 
crossing the Sea of Galilee, a great storm beat upon the boat, 
and they appealed to Him for help. Whereupon He "arose, 
and rebuked the winds and the sea^ and there was a great calm." 
See Bible, MattlKV), viii. 23-27. The Sea of Galilee or Lake of 
Tiberias lies to the north.eaat of Palestine. 

710. one, i.«. Leolin. 

712. he wu worthy lore, he deserved to be loved, tioot is to 
beparaed as in the advarbiflJ objective case, after loortfty, denoting 

716-717. tlili ftall l)iA...oaptalii'i fenowladga, in an extremity 

D,™),Pril>,GOOglC 



NOTEa 63 

of anfferipg, weak men may pnt an end to their lives without 
being guilty of self-mtirder, and even without knowing what 
the; were doing. He suggests that hie brother committed 
suicide in a moment o{ frenzy. The "pilot" and the "captain" 
represent the conscioua self of the man (the "frail bark "). 

717- Iiope wltb me, share my hope that Leoliu was not respon- 
sible for bia deed. 

71S. went heues with sluune, died a shameful death. For the 
repetition oE shame, see note to 1. 487- 

719. Nor mine the Ihnlt, and I am not to be blamed. 

720. T&caut chairs, choirs in which the loved one will no 
longer sit- Cf- Longfellow, Beaiffnation, 3, i : 

" There is no fireside, howsoe'er defended. 
But has one vacant chair '. " 
And In JHemoriam, XX. : 

" To see the vacant chair, and think 
How good I how kind I and he is gone." 
Aho To J. 8.22,25: 

" Two years his chair is seen 
Empty before ns." 
wldow'd walls, house bereft of the loved inmates. Temwson 
nses widoie'd (for bereft) of " a dying king. Laid widow'd of the 

r'er in his eye " in Morle d'Arthvr, 1^, and of his heart in 
Memoriam, ixxxv. So "widow'd hour" for 'hour of be- 
reavement,' ib. lu 

723. Sont of the slelM, farm htbonrers, rustics ; Lat, adacripli 

SJebte, those attached to the soil- The usual phrase is " aons of 
lie soil" ; in his avoidance of the commonplace, Tennyson aub- 
BtitateiB gl^ for aoU ; see General Introduction II. (2), [d). Olebe 
. is the I^tj glda, a clod of earth. Ordinarily the word means 
land belonging to a pariah church or to an eccfcaiaatical benefice. 
With oUier frowns etc., i.e. their frowns were frowns of anger, 
and not snch as those which contract the brow in the glare of 
sunshine. 

724. tot twamat shadow, to shelter their eyes from the sun. 

725. it Mem'd, it seemed to himself. 

726. Ho pais sheet-li^tninga etc-, when he saw that the 
preacher was not expressing mere general regret at what had hap- 
pened, but was making a bitter personal attack npon him. Polemic 
oratoiy is oft«n compared to thunder or lightning ; of. Milton, 
Par. Regained, iv. 270, 271, of the Athenian oratora, who 

" PuImJn'd over Greece 
To Macedon, and Artaxerxes' throne. " 
AndAristophanes,.ifAairjjia)w, 631, of Pericles iflffrpaTT'jiftjJi'ro, 
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(vreiiiKa r))* 'EXXdla, " be lightened, he thondered, ha threw 
Greece into a, ferment." 

72a Bat sjiger-cluum'd from sorrow. Bis anger act«d a« a 
spell npou him to prevent any indication of griefT BoUiarJlke, 
holding hi/i head high. 

729. whan the preaoher'B etc, , when the tones of the preacher's 
Toice softened ob he deecribed, one after another, the amiable 
qualities of Edith. 

732. twitch, cuDTulsive movement, indicative of emotion. 
Iron, rigid, infleiible. Tor Tennyson's metaphorical use of this 
word, cf. A Dream of Fair Women, 106 : " iron years" ; Maud, 
Fart I., XTiii. It. : " iron akiea " ; In Mejnoriam, xo. : " aa 
iron welcoma " 

733. bold np, retain his fimuteai. 

734 I Bliall sbame etc., t.<. by losing my self-control and 
giving vent to my feelings. 

738. thon that UXUst etc. The paasage is adapted &om 
Christ's reproachful lament over Jerusalem (see note to 1. 629), 
Bible, Jtfalthew, xxiii. 37 : " O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou thai 
killest the prophets, and stonest them that are sent unto thee ! " 
And Lute, xii. 42 : "If thou badst known, ... the things which 
belong unto thy peace I " The preacher applies Christ's reproach 
against the prophet -killing Jerusalem to Sir Aylmer's conduct 
towards his daughter — ' Would that you, who have caused your 
daughter's death, bad understood what was conducive to your 
own happiness and ours I ' 

741. Is tharft no prophet etc. Christ in the words quoted 
above refers to the Hebrew propbeta, such as Zechariah, who 
was stoned at the commandment of King Joash for denouncing 
his idolatry {S Chronicles, xiiv. 19-22), and John the Baptist, who 

S reached in the wilderness of Judsea, " Repent ye 1 for the king- 
om of heaven is at hand" {Maithew, iii. 2). But, Averill says, 
there are other prophets besides these ; our own children, who 
are better Cbristiaus than ourselves and who, by their lives and 
conduct, call us from sin to godliness, are prophets and teachers 

743. On the nturow way, leading a Christian life. The reference 
is to Bible, Matlliew, vii. 13, 14: "Broad is the way that leadeth 
to destruction ... Narrow ia the way wbicb leadeth unto life." 

745. " dome up hither." Cf. Bible, Eevelaiion, xi. 12 : " And 
they (the two witnesses for God) heard a great voice from heaven 
saying unto them. Come up hither." 

746. IB then no stoning etc., i.e. Edith and Leolin, thongh 
not actually stoned (as Zechariah was), have been killod l^ toe 
harsh treatment they received. 
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748. So dMOlKUon etc., i.e. our homes have been desolated, 
not by sword imd fire ((u Jerusalem was), but by the loss of our 
loved ones, caused by hunuui ivll£uliiesB and cruelty. 

750. darker, sutliller. The loai oF my brother has caat a 
gloom over my liie and made me feel hard and uaapiritual. 

751. be i« part yoni piayen. he k dead and therefore you can- 
not pray for him. Prayers for the dead are not recognised in the 
English Church. 

752. Kot port etc., but he is not beyond the reach of God's 
abuadoat mercy. 

763. loug-Bntftrlng, patient under wrong. 
751 •' poor Is spirit," bumble-minded. Cf. Bible, Matthea, v. 
3, where Christ says, "Blessed are the poor in spirit: for theirs 
is the kingdom of heaven. " 

755. Bave twisted bade etc., men nowadays have become so 
haughty and self-opinionated, tiat the term "poor in spirit" has 
snffered a reaction in its meaning, and "poor-spirited" is now 
nsed in the sense of weak and cowardly. Similarly silly once 
meant "bleBaed"; and limple, "plain, ortless," has gained tie 
sense of "foolish." Cf. the Greet word tC^ey!, properly "good- 
natured, guileless," and then " silly." For the expression in the 
text, of. Loctaky JTcUl Sixty Tears After, 235, 236 : 

" Remember how the course of Time will swerve, 
Crook and turn upon itself in many a t>ackward 
streaming curve. " 
And Poiaet. of Art, 257 : 

"Back on herself her serpent pride had curl'd." 
758. To blow etc., to publish and denonnce everywhere the 
cruel deaths of Edith and Leolin, who were sacrificed to the 
pride of Sir Aylmer, Cf. Shaks. Maobetb, I. vii. 21-34: 
" Pity, like a naked new-born babe. 
Striding the blast, or heaven's cherubin, horsed 
Upon the siKhtleas couriers of the air, 
Sliall blow the horrid deed in every eye." 
769. 8ent like etc. Cf. Bible, Jvdfiu, xiir. 29. A Levite, 
whose concubine had been outraged by the men of Oibeah, 
divided her dead body into twelve pieces and sent them to all the 
tribes of Israel as a summons to avenge the wrong. 

700. out yonder, i.e. in France. See note to 1. 266. eartb 

Ugbtens etc. The innate wickedness of the world (which is 

compared to the earth's central fires) is bursting ont into a blaze 

inlWice. 

762, TiM red fruit etc., the bloodshed resulting ftom a former 
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Baiil-worahip (see 11. 650 etc., 670 etc.). The meaning ii that fcbe 
murder of the French nobility by the BevolntioniBta is the ont- 
comeof the former's previous luxury and greed, who "worshipped 
their own luata." 

763. The heads etc. In 1793, during the Reign of Terror, the 
guillotine was daily at work in Paris and other French cities. 
King Louis XVI. was beheaded on 21at January ; Philip, Duke 
of Orleans, on 8th November. 

764. tbay cling together ttc. [He alludes to a report, more 
horrible than oredibic, that, when the heads were taken out of 
the sack, two were sometimes found clinging together, one having 
bitten into the other in the momentary convulsion that followed 
decapitation. H. T.] 

765. BhamMes, a slaughter-house ; lit. butchers' stalls, from 
M. E. echamel, a bench, Lat. scabellum, a foot-stool, naked 
maniageB etc., naked men and women, tied to each other, are 
burled from the bridges over the Loire. After the defeat of the in- 
Burreotiou in La Vendue, in the north-weat of France, Carrier, the 
republican representative at Nantes, ordered numerous' prisoners, 
tied up in sacks, to be thrown, into the river Loire. These 
eiecutions were called Noyades, or Drownings, and at first took 

Slace at night. But "by degrees, daylight itself witnessed 
foyades : women and men are tied together, feet and feet, hands 
and hands ; and .flung in : this they call Manage Jtipailicain, 
Republican Marriage ... Dumb, out of suffering now, as pale 
Bwoln corpses, the victims tumble confusedly seaward along the 
Loire stream ; the tide rolling them back ; clouds of ravens 
darken the river ; wolves prowl on the ahoal-placea " (Cfljlyle's 
French Jlevoltiiion). 

766. ever-nmrdet'd, suffering under continnal executions and 



767. sliDni IMt darken etc., the packs of wolves that collect 
to feed on the corpses, form dark patches on the banks of the 
rivers. See note to 1. 764. For darken, ef. Goldsmith, Deserted 
Village, 401, 402 : 

' ' Downward they move, a melancholy band, 
Pass from the shore and darken all the strand." 
766. the Elck sea. By the Pathetic Fallacy, the sea is repre- 
sented as sick or disgusted at the blood which the rivers carry 

769. Is this a. time etc. This is not a fit time, when the lower 
orders in France are turning in wild rage upon the aristocracy, 
for me to add to the excitement by denonncing the crime of an 
English ariatocrat. 

770. Was this a. Ume etc With the dreadful example of 
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the French Briatocracy before their eyes, mirely this waa uot 
11 fit time for the Aylmers to display their arrogance. 

771. Fliaraob's dtkrlcneai, i.e. a thick and palpable darkness, 
anch as that which constituted the ninth plague of Egypt. See 
Bible, Kxadus, x. 21-23. folds, enfolding darkneas. 

772. Which bid tbe HollSBt etc., which, at the Crucifixion, hid 
Christ from the people's gaze shortly before He died. See Bible, 
MatiheiB, xxvii. 45, etc. 

774. wa narrow world etc, our email commnnity cannot help 
discussinK it. can^au, lit. 'to sift through canvas'; Ok. 
KdvfafSit, Lat. cannaJiis, hemp. 

776. their own desire accompllab'd, the accomplishment of 
their own desire ; a Latin construction, cf. L 637 and note. 

777. nielr own gtay haJra etc.,. bring their aged lives to a 
sorrowful close. Cf. Bible, Oenesiii, xlii. 38, where Jacob, when 
asked to part with Benjamin, aaya '■ Then shall ye bring down 
my gray hairs with sorrow to the graye." 

7TS, 779. broke the bond ... times to come, succeeded in sever- 
ing the connexion between Kdith and Leolin, whose marriage 
would have perpetuated the Aylmer family. For bond, cf. 1. 4Ki. 

780. wove coarso webs etc., devised low and vulgar sc1)emes to 
beguile their innocent daughter. The allusion is to the parents' 
ottemptiB tfl "sell her for her good," related above, 11. 484, etc. 

751. OroBBly, in unseemly fashion, without delicacy, dear 
danghtor'a good. Observe the bitter irony of the expressions 
"dear" and "good " here, and cf, 11. 403, 848. Good, i.e. good 
according to their notions, but really harm. 

752. knew not what they did- Adapted from Christ's prayer 
for His erucifiers, Bible, Luks, xxiii. 34; "Father, forgive thera; 
for they know not what they do." 

785. left tbem bare, have they not forfeited our love and 

fill be their heir. Cf. 

788. one stone etc. Their home will be rendered utterly 
desolate. The prophecy was literally fulfilled, since " the ^reat 
Hall was lehotli/ brolen doiim " (1- 846). Cf. Bible, Mark, lui. 2, 
where Christ, foretelling the destmction of the Temple, aaya : 
" There shall not be left one atone upon another, that shall not 
be thrown down." 

793. ore Sla agony, shortly before the time of HiB anguish of 
spirit in the garden of Gethsemane. 

794. Hot by the temple bnt the gold. Cf. Bible, MaUheie, 
zxiii, 16; " Woe unto you, ye blind guides, which say, whosoever 
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BhtJl iweKT by the temple it li nothuig; bat who«<«ver fdudl 
■wear by the gold of the t«mpTe, he is a debtor ! "^k poasoge io 
which dirist coadeniDB the sopbisticEil distinctioiui of the Scribw 
and Phariseee between valid and invalid oatha. The Aylmers 
are oompared to theeo quibbling, aelf-deluding Phariiiees, in 
their narrow, raistuken views of duty. 

795. Tbtlx owu tndltioiu OoA. Cf. Bible, Mark, vii. 13, 
where Christ condemns the Pharisees for " making the word of 
God of ncme effect through your tradition," Similarly the 
Aylmeni made an idol of their family pride. 

796. a vorld'i outm, execrated by mankind. Cf. Bible, laaiah, 
Izv. 15 : " Ye (the unfaithful Jews} ahall leave your name for a 
ouree unto my chosen." 

797- "How like a heavy, dull refrain of prophetic grief Aod 
Indignation reoura the dreadful text, ' Your house is left unto 
you desolate ! '" (Van Dyke's Poetry of Tennyson.) 

798. Iirook'a, could not endure ; Old Eng. hrucan, to use, 

799. lur heart etc., her feelings had been stirred and gave her 
no rest. ramorHlesBly, unsparingly, unremittingly. 

800. orami)t-up, stifled, kept from outward manifestation, for 
fear she should " shame herself and him " (1. 734). 

SOI. nnreaiBting, listless, compliant ; eapectally in not having 
dared to oppose her husband in regard to Edith. See U. 33-30. 

802. their eye«, the looks of the congregation. 

803. tbe cnrtalni of thslr seat. The squire of an English 
country parish has, or had in old times, a special pew, of &n;e 
dimensions, often provided with curtains which run round l£e 
top of the sides. The old coloured curtains had been replaced 
by block ones in sign of mourning, and Lady Aylmer had taken 
care that these ehould be of the beat velvet- 

801. Of the CMtUeat, i.e. of the costliest kind. Cf. "Wheuthe 
room was at its fullest," where state is understood. 

SOS. fidn bad alie, she would have gladly. Cf. I 467 and 

807. Inch liy Inch. The repetition of an action was denoted 
in Old English by repeating the adverbial phrase, as by inch, 
by inch ; then the first hy was omitted, and so we get incft 
by inch. 

SOS. 'Vnfellke, with the craving for sympathy and support 
characteristic of a wife, he TBlld etc. The gesture showed 
that his feelings were overcoming him. 

812. nare, the middle or body of a church. From Lat. navem, 
accusative of navis, a ship, the early CIiriBtian Chnrch being 
often likened to a ahip tossed by waves. 
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814. SMun'd, -wrinkled, tbaliow, trivial, petty. 

815. Lom of all ttiB UiulMape. Cf. 1. 21 and note. Land- 
tcape, formerly landtkip, contauia the Dntch aoffix -echap - Eng. 
■ahip, as ia fnendnhip. 

81S. lost, fnrtheEt, molt diBtant. 

81S. the mlddls aisle, tlie middle of the oiale, — a Latinism, like 
mafia urbs, the middle city, i.e. the middle of the city. Aidi, a, 
paesage m a chnrcb, is from Lat, aia, a wing. 

820. to hl> dftBtll, to the alaughter-houBe, where he was to be 
kiUed. 

823. BniaU, the carved ornamental work on the Uyp of the 
pointed ends of the pews, with which they are ^nishai off (Lat. 
Jinilia. fi ninlim g, terminal). 

824. lychgate, or lich-gale, corpae-gate, from Middle Eng. liek, 
a body, a corpse ; a churclfyard late with a porch, under which, 
at a funeral, the bier was reatcd while the introductory part of 
the barial service was read. The word occnrs in lich-wake, the 
wake or watch held over a corpse, and in the name of the 
English city, Lich£eld. 

825. ponjii, i.e. the porch or entrance of the chnrch. 

826. Vb» gate, i.e. the lychgate, which led throngh the church- 
yard or burial-ground to the church itself, 

827. Sava under pail with bearers, except in their coffins. The 
coffin ia covered with a black cloth or pall, which is held in the 
funeral procession of a great person, by pall-hearers. Cf. Wel- 
lington Ode, 6 : " Warriora carry the warrior's pall." 

82S. went to wek her child, followed her child to the grave ; 

831. the oluutge and not tlie change, the change in hia life 
caused by the losa of his wife and child, unaccompanied by any 
ctiange in his material surroundings. The oxymoron ia like the 
Gk. /i'frntp ifi^ap, 'a mother that is no mother' (Sophocles, 
MecCra, 1154). Cf. "faith unfaithful" and "falsely true" 
(Lancelot and SXaine,' 872), "born-unbom" [Lotidey Hail 
Sixty Tear^ J/ter, 98), and note to I. 615. 

832. tboae flit eyes etc. CT. The Day- Dream, 43, 44 : 

" Those old portraits ot old kings. 

That watch the sleepers from the wall." 

835. Began ta droop, to tall, he grew feeble in body and 
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839. HU kMpen, bis attendants who took care of him. He 
escaped them by dying. 

840. the nftrrow gloom, the darknasa of the narrow grai^ 

841. WMited, was without, at hU eod, at his foueraL 

842. Tlie dark retlnna etc., the proceBsioQ of mourners that 
attend the funeral of a rich man merely out of respect for his 
wealth and staUon, Darib means ' wearing black clothes 'in aicn 
of mouming. Rttintie is accented on the second, instead of the 
first Byllable, as in The Prineeta, m. 179 : 

" Went f4rtb | in Idng | reti|nae f6U lowing dp." 
And QniofveTe, 396 : 

"Of Ma ] and Mr \ reti|nue mdv|ing th^y." 
Milton and Shakspere always accent the word in this way. 

844. ft Tanlsh'd race, the extinction of his family. 

845. the violet etc, [Some one stfewed violets on the grave 
of Nero. H. T.] 

847. parcell'd, divided, distributed. 

848. ttiBtr daughter's good. See notes to 11. 483, 781. 

849. the hawk's out, feathers, fur, or other indigestible 
matters ejected from the stomach by a hawk after tie has 
devoured his pray, Ws run, the burrow or tunnel excavated 
by the mi ' 
feeding c1 
older moldiBarp, mould, thrower. 

850. liedgehog, a small, prickly-backed, inaectivorons quad- 
ruped, which makes a hole or neat for itself abc or eight inches 
deep, plantain, a. common weed, with broad, strong leaves. 

6S1. fondles, by posaing his fore-pawa over it. 

852- slow-worm (or blind-worm), a reptile that feeda on earth- 
worms, insecta, etc., [properly slay-worm. It was believed to bo 
venomous. E. T.] weasel, a small animal with a thin, long 
body. It feeds on mice, rats, molea. and small birds. 

853. The lines ^9-SS3 admirably picture the complete desola- 
tion that marks the site of the " great Hall. " It has become the 
familiar hamit and home of timid wild animals that shun any 
trace of human habitation. 
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